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ABSTRACT

The Israeli regime is a paradox. Considered a democracy, it has no recognized
borders, and controls the majority of Palestinians by military rule. In this peculiar dual
military-democratic regime the military is a crucial political actor, while the resistance
of non-citizen Palestinians - neither fully integrated nor completely separated - exerts
major influence over politics and policies. In the absence of borders, conflicts cannot
be successfully contained through political dialogue, and frequently deteriorate into
violence. Within this analytical framework Grinberg analyzes the sequence of events
that engendered mutual recognition between Israelis and Palestinians and peaceful
negotiations during the 1990's, and its subsequent reversal, leading to escalating
violence in the 2000's. The main argument is that Israelis and Palestinians could
imagine the Oslo agreements as a peace process because the pre-1967 border was
considered the basis for the "two-state solution™ by both parties. The peace accords
and their implementation, however, blurred the border, facilitating violent acts which
derailed the negotiations, and encouraged the military occupation of the political
space. Countering the political despair of many Israelis and Palestinians Grinberg
suggests new options for the future, beyond the impasse of the dichotomous two-state
or one-state solutions.
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