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The discovery of the Cairo Geniza in the 
late 19th century has brought to light 
thousands of documents which scholars 
have sought to use in describing the 
economic and social history of medieval 
Egypt and the Islamic world. However, the 
positionality of these documents, the vast 
majority of which emerged from the hands 
of the Jewish community, could present 
some problems for using them to draw a 
history of the Islamic world as a whole.

Prof. Lieberman is the Dorot Assistant Professor/Faculty Fellow in 
the Department of Hebrew and Judaic Studies at New York 
University, as well as an adjunct fellow at the Center for Advanced 
Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. 
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