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Breakthrough on Gulf War Syndrome

U.S. Report Backs Veterans

By Camilla Louise Lyngsby

his summer marked

the 20th Anniversary
of the Gulf War, yet many
veterans of that conflict con-
tinue to suffer ailments in-
flicted by it.

A recent report released by
the Institute of Medicine now
provides scientific evidence
to back up veterans’ claims
that Gulf War illnesses exist,
and are associated with their
previous deployment.

Still, the soldiers who
served the nation from 1990-
1991 have not been getting
the health care, treatment
and disability benefits need-
ed. Earlier this fall, a con-
gressional hearing was held
on the issue.

“While some may view
my injuries as devastating,
particularly my blindness,
I consistently contend I am
one of the fortunate warriors
that served during this con-
flict,” said Donald Overton,
a veteran who served in the
Gulf War. Currently Execu-

tive Director for Veterans of
Modern Warfare, he receives
benefits for his blindness, but
not for his debilitating symp-
toms of Gulf War Syndrome.

“My conditions [are] unlike
those of so many of my battle
buddies, it could not be refut-
ed by the Veterans Benefits
Administration, thus afford-
ing me access to Veterans Af-
fairs health care and benefits
program,” said Overton.

Of the 696,842 service
members who served in the
war, about 250,000 veterans
suffer from the multi-symp-
tom illness, also known as
Gulf War Syndrome. Symp-
toms include a range of phys-
ical disabilities including
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome,
Fibromyalgia, the most com-
mon arthritis-related illness,
as well as Irritable Bowel
Syndrome.

The diagnonis of ‘Gulf War
Syndrome’ on the veterans
are “appropriate and consis-
tent with countless peer-re-
viewed scientific studies that

have concluded that
these conditions and
symptom sets have
high, unusual preva-
lence among veterans
of the 1990 - 1991 Gulf
War,” according to a
released statement by
the Veterans of Mod-
ern Warfare.

Gulf War veterans
seem to be heading
down the same path
as the Vietnam War
veterans exposed to
the herbicide Agent
Orange, who were de-
nied disability com-
pensation benefits for
decades.
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ter the Gulf War, when
veterans started to contact
the American Legion Service
Officers complaining about
health issues stemming from
their service in the country
or upon their return from
Southwest Asia.

“The symptoms were wide-

ranging, but fatigue, joint
pain, skin rashes, memory
loss appeared to be met with
a common diagnosis.... ‘it is
all in your head or it is stress-
related’ by both the Depart-
ment of Defense and Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs (VA)
Continued on Page 4

First USP
Retreat
Gets
Students
Out of the
City

By Lauren Quillian

few weeks ago, Urban

and Social Policy stu-
dents at SIPA received an
email with this subject line
from USP Program Assistant
Nina Robbins. It was exhila-
rating for my second-year
USP eyes to behold. At long
last, on September 15, USP
would join the ranks of EPD,
ISP, IFEP, and every other
SIPA concentration, to par-
ticipate in the age-old SIPA
tradition: a concentration
retreat. USP would become a
real concentration. With the
number of registered USP
concentrators jumping from
just 35 in spring of 2009 to
100 in the fall of 2010, the
retreat marks the beginning
of a bright and unique future
for this developing concen-
tration.

In the past, many USP stu-
dents agreed that a retreat
would make a great differ-
ence in solidifying the con-
centration. Last summer,
the USP program assistants,

Nina Robbins and Gohar Se-
Continued on Page 5

Urban and Social Policy students at their retreat in Vacamas Camp, Milfred, New Jersey
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Statebuilding Challenges in Timor-Leste

President Addresses Columbia Community

By Alyssa Smith
Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner and President of
Timor-Leste, Jose Ramos-
Horta, spoke to a Colum-
bia University crowd at the
World Leaders Forum on
September 30. Ramos-Hor-
ta described the struggle
his young country faced in
achieving independence.

“Imagine 100 percent de-
struction... except for the
road, only because they didn’t
have time to blow it up,” he
said, imploring his audience

to imagine the country’s ear-
lier plight.

After 400 years of Por-
tuguese rule, Timor-Leste
declared independence in
1974. Freedom was short-
lived; Indonesia invaded the
tiny half-island in December
1975.

In 1999, a yes-vote for in-
dependence in a United Na-
tions referendum resulted in
bloodshed as pro-Indonesian
militias razed Timor-Leste
to the ground. President Ra-

mos-Horta counted the chal-
lenges left by this legacy of
violence: a traumatized and
displaced population, a mas-
sive lack of infrastructure
and hospitals, with ninety
percent of schools destroyed.

Timor-Leste presented
a massive challenge to its
people and the international
community. A UN transi-
tional administration would
oversee Timor-Leste from
1999-2002, and in that time

build up all of the institu-
Continued on Page 2
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Portugal’s

cy and the Possibility of Transformatlon

By Andrea Moore

Columbla s World Lead-
ers Forum continued
on September 23rd with an
address by Portugal’s Prime
Minister, José Sdcrates.
Speaking to a capacity crowd
on Thursday evening in the
Rotunda of the Low Library,
Socrates delivered an ad-
dress on “Energy Policy and
the Portuguese New Growth
Agenda.” The event was co-
sponsored by SIPA.

Following an introduc-
tion by SIPA Dean dJohn
Coatsworth, Prime Minister
Socrates used the forum to
tout Portugal’s significant
strides in renewable energy
over the last several years.
As recently as 2005, only 17
percent of Portugal’s energy
consumption was derived
from renewable sources such
as solar, hydro, and wind
power. But as the Prime
Minister reported at Colum-
bia, by the end of 2009 45
percent of Portugal’s electric-
ity was produced from local,
renewable sources.

“It 1s possible to make

Prime Minister José Socrates at the Columbia World Leaders

Forum on September 23.

structural  reforms, im-
portant reforms in a very
short period of time,” stated
Sécrates, who issued a chal-
lenge to those who argue that
the mass conversion to re-
newable energy will inevita-
bly be a slow slog. Despite his
language barrier, the world
leader conveyed his passion
and dedication to these re-
forms, speaking in English
rather than in translated
Portuguese for the benefit of
the Columbia audience.

(Photo: J. Levinson)

Socrates also detailed Por-
tugal’s developing national
infrastructure for the electric
car, citing its ability to im-
prove not only emissions but
also noise pollution in cities.
Portugal has become one of
the key countries to create
a national grid of “charge
points” for car batteries
across 25 cities; the initial
phase of this grid is sched-
uled to be active by the end
of 2010. In June of this year,
the Nissan Leaf became the

first car to plug in to Portu-
gal’s first charging station—
a car which has just closed its
initial run of United States
reservations three months
ahead of schedule, boding
well for its future.

Despite these impressive
energy accomplishments,
Portugal has primarily been
earning headlines this year
for its high sovereign debt
and its role in the European
debt crisis, a situation which
the Prime Minister largely
did not address in his speech
at Columbia. In 2009, Portu-
gal’s budget gap was 9.3 per-
cent of GDP, a figure which
only Ireland, Greece, and
Spain surpassed. Portugal
1s aiming to cut this gap to
7.3 percent this year through
austerity measures like pub-
lic-sector wage cuts, pension
freezes and tax increases.
Yet despite these efforts, on
September 27, the Organiza-
tion of Economic Cooperation
and Development warned
that Portugal may need to
reduce its public deficit tar-
gets even further if “acute” fi-
nancial market stress arises

Prime Minister Speaks Out on Energy Poli-

again.

The OECD also estimated
that Portugal’s GDP would
grow by only 1% in 2010 and
then fall to 0.8% in 2011.
Despite these dim growth
prospects, Socrates clearly
believes that his administra-
tion’s efforts in energy re-
form can also have positive
economic consequences.

“Our bet on renewables is
not only a quest,” said.
“Not only about the [energy]
independence of a country,
not only a question of CO2
emissions, not only about
being on the right side of
climate change— but also
about the economy and cre-
ating jobs.” Soécrates added
that he considers the energy
field the “most important
structural transition” in Por-
tugal’s economy, and that de-
spite initial doubts, support
from the business commu-
nity has been strong.

In response to audience
questions, Sécrates also de-
tailed some of his adminis-
tration’s accomplishments in

Continued on Page 4

Timor-Leste President Outlines Statebuilding Chal-
lenges At World Leaders Forum

Continued from Page 1

tions needed for a function-
ing democratic state. Presi-
dent Ramos-Horta expressed
his skepticism over such a
large scale project conducted
in such a short time frame.

He once asked a group of
ambassadors if they really
believed that two years was
all it took to build a nation-
state with democratic insti-
tutions.

“If any of them had any
experience running a Chi-
nese take-away restaurant
in Manhattan....apparently,
it takes two-to-three years
to develop a viable sustain-
able Manhattan take-away
business. If you can’t have a
functioning take-away busi-
ness in two-to-three years,
can you [then]have a func-
tioning nation state in two-
to-three years?” challenged
Ramos-Horta.

Timor-Leste faces many
hurdles. Since the 1999 ref-
erendum, the country has
witnessed a cycle of violence,
reoccurring roughly every
two years. Ramos-Horta at-
tributed the 2006 eruption
to “a failure of leadership”
when police and military
forces fought with each other
and martial arts gangs bat-
tled in the streets.

In a post-conflict environ-
ment, Ramos-Horta noted,
public speeches can inspire
or inflame tensions. He also
pointed out that Timor’s gov-
erning institutions are only
eight years old and thus still
fragile. The president vehe-

mently rejected claims, how-
ever, that Timor-Leste ever
constituted a failed state.

The current picture
painted by Ramos-Horta
of Timor-Leste reflects op-
timism and hope. Today,
Timor-Leste has made prog-
ress on poverty, reduced
cases of malaria and dengue,
and made inroads against
infant and child mortality.
Ramos-Horta believes that
with peace and stability—
which at present Timor has
achieved—the country can
“fast track progress” on the
millennium development
goals. Timor’s President
credited a twist of fate for
the country’s solid progress:
Timor possesses oil reserves
and a well-structured petro-
leum fund to provide much
needed revenue.

President Ramos-Horta re-
called his brief time in New
York during the early 1980s,
attending Columbia classes
and supported by funding
from Riverside Church.

With his now-prime min-
ister, Xanana Gusmao, Ra-
mos-Horta waged a two-front
resistance struggle--a young
Ramos-Horta advocating for
Timor abroad, and Gusmao
leading  resistance from
Timor’s mountain jungles.
The president credited the
support of the Timorese peo-
ple as the driving force be-
hind 25 years of struggle for
freedom. Looking forward,
President Ramos-Horta com-
mented that the government
must think about what it will

hand over to a new genera-
tion of Timorese.

In a final, thought-pro-
voking question, Columbia’s

David L. Phillips, Director of

the Program on Peacebuild-
ing and Rights at the Insti-
tute for the Study of Human
Rights, asked President Ra-
mos-Horta if, given Timor’s
history, he had any thoughts
on the current state of affairs
in Afghanistan.

Ramos-Horta  responded

that people can be labeled a [ -

terrorist on one day, includ-
ing Xanana Gusmao, Nelson
Mandela, and Yasser Arafat.

“But sooner or later, the
same people you called ter-
rorist in the past you invite
back for dialogue, and then
they become statesmen.”
President Ramos-Horta add-

ed. “With leadership comes |
and groups |

responsibility,
like Hamas and the Taliban
need to act responsibly.”

“Hamas is leading the Pal-
estinians to self-destruction,”
he said. Drawing on his own
experience with Timor’s mar-
tial arts gangs, Ramos-Horta
stressed that it is key to un-
derstand what people are
fighting for.

“And so you sit down, and
you listen. And sometimes
just because you listen, they
calm down.”

Alyssa Smith is a second
year Master of International
Affairs student concentrat-
ing in International Security
Policy.

Graffiti in Timor-Leste.

(Photo: Alyssa Smith)
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Students Search For Options As Textbook Prices Spiral

By Stephanie Riady

very Monday, Maria

del Carmen Pantoja
hurries to the library to pho-
tocopy a stack of pages tak-
en from a friend’s unbound
course reading packet. Al-
though she finds this ritual
monotonous, she does it with
a smile nonetheless — the al-
ternative would be to buy a
$120 course packet from the
Village Copier, which cannot
be sold back.

(Photo: J. Levinson)

“I don’t buy books [if] we’ll
only read one or two chapters
out of it; it’s a waste of mon-
ey. I don’t have hundreds of
dollars to spend on textbooks
— I simply need to make do
with $250 a year,” Pantoja
said.

Like Pantoja, countless
STPA students also feel bur-
dened by the rising financial
weight of textbooks. Accord-
ing to a 2010 survey by the
National Association of Col-
lege Stores, students spend
an average of $667 per year
on required course materi-
als, a figure some regard as
a conservative estimate. The
U.S. Government Account-
ability Office found that col-
lege textbook prices have in-
creased by 186 percent since
1986, while overall prices
only grew by 72 percent.

The problem, some econo-
mists believe, relates to the
monopoly one provider often
holds on a textbook license.

“[The provider] can charge
what it wants in the absence
of a competing substitute.
For many courses and spe-
cializations, the market 1is
too small to get a compet-
ing alternative; the risk is
too high to attempt to dis-
place a dominant standard,”
explained Henry Levin, a
faculty at the Teachers Col-
lege, and whose Economics of

Education course welcomes
many SIPA students.

“The publishers pay very
small royalties, typically 10
percent, so the authors are
not to blame.”

Professors, who select
which textbooks to use, have
almost no incentive to push
down prices because they are
not the ones paying for it.
Meanwhile, students gener-
ally have no say in selecting
course textbooks — the list is
already spelled out in the syl-
labus on the first day of class.

To promote greater trans-
parency and incentive for
price reduction, Congress
added textbook-affordabili-
ty provisions in the Higher
Education Opportunity Act,
which requires instructors
to disclose the ISBN and the
price of textbooks on the syl-
labus. The law also requires
that textbooks be sold sepa-
rately from bundled goods
like CDs and workbooks.

Although the law was put
into effect just three months
ago, students report benefit-
ting from the price disclo-
sures.

“I would take the text-
book price into consideration
[in my choice to enroll in a
course| -- not just the price
of one book, but the total
amount,” said SIPA student
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| Microeconomics

Dorian Molina.

While SIPA student Mu-
rat Kocabas said a textbook’s
price does not determine
whether or not he enrolls in a
certain class, the ISBN num-
ber has helped him search for
the cheapest price available.

Traditionally, professors
have also helped students re-
duce costs by placing a text-
book on library reserve.

Adjunct Professor Ad-
ela Gondek, who teaches a
course on Ethics, Values, and
Justice, tries to maximize
the benefits of Columbia’s e-
reserve system.

“Sometimes [the librarian]
must arrange to have the
necessary books purchased
by the library system; this
can take sometime.... [but it]

B Microecc
Microecc
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has been a very cost-saving
measure for the students,”
explained Professor Gondek.

Although library reserve
books can only be borrowed
for two-hour time slots dur-
ing the day, students may
borrow it overnight if they
check it out after 5pm.

SIPA faculty Roy Nerse-
sian has come up with yet
another way to help students
save — he has published a
cheaper black-and-white
soft-cover version of his self-
authored book, which was
originally hard cover.

“The hardcover edition cost
around $120, but the soft
cover can be bought for $50,”
said Pantoja, who takes one
of Nersesian’s classes. “[Al-

Continued on Page 4

SIPA Students GGain Insider Access

By Samantha Hammer
How can you rescue a
government under
siege? Prevent civilians from
being caught in the crossfire?

Ensure that no children are
forced to take up arms?

At a recent open meeting of
the United Nations Security
Council, a group of SIPA stu-
dents watched representa-
tives from seventeen nations
attempt to find answers to
these unanswerable ques-
tions in the context of Soma-
lia, which, in the words of
the Kenyan Representative’s
statement that day, has be-
come “a source of collective
shame for the international
community” for its decades of
unceasing crises.

Elisabeth Lindenmayer, a
former Assistant Secretary
General to Kofi Annan and
current Director of the UN
Studies Program at SIPA, has
made the Security Council a
classroom for SIPA students
by inviting those interested
in the workings of the Council
to attend open meetings. In
these meetings, the Council
considers current interna-
tional security issues, paving
the way for subsequent pri-
vate debates and, eventually,
adoption of an action plan on
the issue at hand.

Barred to those without the
sponsorship of a UN insider
(although full transcripts of
the proceedings are available
on the Security Council web-

site), the attendance of these
meetings by SIPA students
portrays one of the school’s
most attractive assets: insid-
er access to the international
organizations.

Although STPA students are
hardly a naive bunch when it
comes to international policy-
making, the chance to sit in
the Security Council meeting
chamber as statements were
being read — to have Japan’s
instantly-translated position
coming through their head-
sets at the same time that it
was being piped to U.S. Rep-
resentative Susan Rice — was
an inspiring experience for
first-timers.

Yet the event was more
than just spectacle. By provid-
ing access to Security Council
meetings to SIPA students,
Professor Lindenmayer
sought “not to show students
[simply how the Council
functions]”, but to encourage
them to think critically about
the substance of the meetings
— to analyze the representa-
tives’ statements and evalu-
ate the options available to
the international community
in dealing with crises.

At this recent meeting, the
UN’s Special Representative
for Somalia, Augustine Ma-
higa, argued for increased
international  intervention
in Somalia. He detailed the
violence perpetrated by the
insurgent group al-Shabab,

the fragility of the transition-
al government, the suffer-
ing of the Somali people, and
the risk Somalia’s instabil-
ity poses to the international
community vis-a-vis piracy
and terrorism. He praised the
African Union Mission in So-
malia troops “heroically” de-
fending the government and
called for greater interna-
tional support to bolster their
coordination and capabilities.

Following Mr. Mahiga’s
testimony, representatives
from Somalia and Kenya
both took the floor to reit-
erate the urgent need for a
strengthened international
response to the crisis in So-
malia. The remaining rep-
resentatives responded with
a chorus of statements ex-
pressing both condemnation
of the violence and pledges
of support — in some cases
moral, others financial - for
Somalia’s stabilization.

While these two themes
were a near constant in each
statement, potential areas
of debate within the Coun-
cil emerged. Some nations,
like the U.K., called for an
increased international com-
mitment; others, like Japan,
suggested that the transi-
tional Somali government
needed to solve its internal
disputes before it could win
the confidence of the interna-
tional community.

US Representative Susan

to UN Security Council

Rice emphasized the con-
tinuing plight of Somalia’s
child soldiers, calling for an
end to the practice of using
children as young as nine as
combatants.

As there was no decision-
taking planned, the session
closed without the Council
confirming its next move to
help resolve the crisis.

Students hoping to catch
a glimpse of impassioned
debate were disappointed
as the prepared statements
proceeded one after another
with no comment other than
the perfunctory thank you
from the sitting President,
the Representative from Tur-
key.

For some, the anticlimactic
proceedings exemplified the
layers of formality and politi-
cal caution that hinder UN
progress on critical issues.
For others, who gleaned
the kernels of controversy
threaded throughout the
statements, this taste of how
the UN functions whetted
their appetite for a better un-
derstanding of how the real
decisions are made — in back
rooms, out of sight of eager
students sitting in the obser-
vation deck.

However, all students in-
terviewed felt that the ex-
perience was worthwhile,
whether they had gone sim-
ply out of curiosity about the
UN or because of a dedicated

interest in Somalia.

Despite the privileges the
UN Studies Program offers,
SIPA students shouldn’t ex-
pect to get a full UN behind-
the-scenes pass any time
soon (unless, of course, they
end up taking on Ban Ki-
Moon’s job after they gradu-
ate). However, there are
plenty of further opportuni-
ties to get a first-hand look at
the UN on the horizon.

Professor Lindenmayer
will continue to make open
meetings of the Security
Council accessible to SIPA
students throughout the year
as her teaching schedule per-
mits.

Beginning later this semes-
ter, the UN Studies Program
will also launch the new “Day
at the United Nations” pro-
gram, through which SIPA
students who are considering
working at the UN will have
the opportunity to get a taste
of day-to-day life in the UN
by shadowing UN staff mem-
bers.

Samantha Hammer is a
first year Master in Interna-
tional Affairs student con-
centrating in Economic and
Political Development.
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Breakthrough on Gulf War Syndrome
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health care professionals,”
said Ian de Planque, Deputy
Director of Veterans Affairs
and Rehabilitation Commis-
sion, American Legion.

“We even learned of bi-
ases within the health care
profession that found undi-
agnosed illness as simply a
desire for disability compen-
sation,” he added.

It’s unclear how to treat
Gulf War Syndrome, a clus-
ter of symptoms that doesn’t
fit into current medical con-
cepts of disease. There 1is
now scientific consensus
that Gulf War illness is real.
And being sick is a funda-
mental reality to the veter-
ans suffering from the war
illnesses.

In order to be effective, Dr.
Stephen Hauser, the medi-
cal doctor and chairman of
the most recent Institute of
Medicine panel on Gulf War
illness research suggested
that, large scale research
models are needed much like
government-sponsored pro-
grams that are performed
in the same manner as a na-
tional effort to eradicate po-
lio or government research
efforts to eliminate HIV/
AIDS.

Chairman James Binns of
the Research Advisory Com-
mittee on Gulf War Veter-
ans’ Illnesses said it is es-
sential “to employ the best
in American science, run by
people who go to bed at night
and wake up in the morning
thinking about this problem,
[but] this country is not do-
ing that.”

Congressional  members
routinely ask if the VA has

adequate funding to carry
out its obligations, and the
VA'’s response is always that
it has sufficient funds. How-
ever, the Government Ac-
counting Office (GAO) has
accused the VA of underesti-
mating funding needs.

Since 2009, Secretary of
Veterans Affairs Eric K.
Shinseki and his Gulf War
Veterans Illness Task Force
was charged with reexamin-
ing the disability claims of
thousands of veterans. But,
some skeptics say that prob-
lems remain at the VA. Paul
Sullivan of the advocacy
group Veterans for Common
Sense said, “If VA Secretary
Shinseki won’t fix VA’s Re-
search Office, then Congress
must intervene and place
Gulf War research outside of
their area of responsibility.”

In November 2005, $75
million was appropriated for
Gulf War illness research
at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Cen-
ter. However In 2010, the
VA cancelled the research
program and is in the pro-
cess of launching a new pro-
gram. But apparently the VA
staff is still funding research
focused on “stress,” as shown
in a VA most recent an-
nouncement of $2.8 million
for research widely criticized
by Gulf War veterans.

To this day, the trail re-
mains cold. There have been
many speculations and dis-
agreements about the causes
of the Gulf War Syndrome
and the health issues faced
by thousands of soldiers.
Some causes considered in-
clude soldiers’ exposure to
depleted uranium, chemi-
cal weapons, environmental

hazards, anthrax vaccines
given to deployed soldiers
and infectious diseases.
But many of these potential
sources have been debunked.
To date, research on the ex-
posure to depleted uranium
has not been launched.

The Gulf War Syndrome
and related diseases are not
unique to the U.S. Many
coalition soldiers reported
illnesses upon their return
home. In particular, German
and British soldiers are suf-
fering from Gulf War illness-
es. They are waiting for the
U.S. to spearhead an investi-
gation into what has caused
them to be sick upon return
from the war zone and why
they are suffering from undi-
agnosed ailments and medi-
cally unexplained chronic ill-
nesses.

The key difference, how-
ever, is that Germany and
the UK are providing medi-
cal treatment and disability
benefits. Unlike the United
States, these countries are
taking care of their own.

The Veterans of Modern
Warfare is urging Congress
to enact legislation to re-
move all sunset provisions
so health care and benefits
last for the for the lifetime of
every Gulf War veteran and
every surviving beneficiary.
Gulf War veterans have
pointed to the complexity of
accessing benefits and gain-
ing permission to the Veter-
ans Health Administration.

“Consider for a moment
that all of the fine men and
women were considered in
excellent health and deploy-
able when they went to war
and shortly after their re-

turn home, the veterans be-
gan complaining of feeling
ill and seeking help. These
veterans were not engaged
in a massive, national con-
spiracy to defraud the gov-
ernment. Rather they were
sick. The ‘Process’ became a
wall rather than a door,” said
Chairman Charles Cragin,
Advisory Committee on Gulf
War Veterans.

In 2009, the VA Task Force
was responsible for conduct-
ing a comprehensive review
of all VA programs and ser-
vices that serve the Gulf War
cohort of veterans. “Due to
significant limitations in
VA’s Gulf War Veterans In-
formation System and the
reports generated from the
various data sources used
by the information system,
it is extremely difficult to
accurately portray the ex-
periences of the 1990-1991
Gulf War cohort and their
respective disability claims
or health care issues,” said
Chief of Staff John Gingrich,
U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs. That said, Gingrich
continued, “This shortfall did
not prevent the Task Force
from identifying gaps in ser-
vices as well as opportunities
to better serve this veteran
cohort.”

The Gulf War Veterans
Information System was cor-
rupted. To date, the issues
with this data system have
not been addressed, stated
Cragin during the hearing.

“If you don’t have good
data, you can’t make good
decisions,” he said.

Still, remarkably, the vet-
erans don’t regret their ser-
vice.

Spiralling Textbook Costs

Continued from Page 3
though] the words are small-
er and the graphs are black
and white, you can see they
worked on the graphs to sub-
stitute what the colors previ-
ously differentiated.”

Columbia’s campus book- F
store has also started to offer

students the option to rent
a textbook for one semester.
The rental price varies from
book to book, but it is rough-
ly around 40% of the book’s
original price. It competes
with companies like Chegg
and Bookrenter, companies
started by students who
were frustrated with text-
book prices.

Some companies have also
experimented with e-text-
books, which allow students
access to textbooks on their
computer for a price. Flat
World Knowledge has gone
even further by allowing
students open access to text-
books for free, although their
collection of titles is still lim-
ited.

Yet not all students feel
comfortable with e-text-

books. SIPA first year stu-
dent Gracia Sidabutar, for
example, still prefers to have
her own copy to highlight
and write on.

For Kocabas, e-textbooks
are more appropriate for
verbal courses than they are
for quantitative courses, be-
cause it is easier to under-
stand graphs and visuals on
paper instead of on a screen.

Ultimately however, Su-
wito believes that buying
textbooks requires keen dis-

(Photo: J. Levinson)

cernment on the part of the
student. “With limited mon-
ey, students should only in-
vest in textbooks that they’ll
definitely use in the future,
not just what is required by
the course at hand.”

Stephanie Riady is a sec-
ond year Ed.M. student in
Philosophy and Education at
the Teachers College.

Portugal’s
Premier

Speaks
Out

Continued from Page 2
social security reform, edu-
cational initiatives, and its
“pragmatic”’ liberalized drug
policy which focuses on fin-
ing and reforming users or
possessors of small amounts
of drugs, rather that crimi-
nalizing and jailing them.
The latter policy, in particu-
lar, has been cited as a model
for other countries.

With its renewable energy
efforts and other recent accom-
plishments, Portugal’s experi-
ences lend interesting policy
models for other countries to
consider adapting. But wheth-
er Prime Minister Sécrates’
reform efforts can overcome
Portugal’s current economic
morass remains unclear.

Andrea Moore is a first
year Master of International
Affairs student concentrating
in International Finance and
Economic Policy.

“The most revealing com-
ment we have heard from the
ill Gulf War veterans that we
have talked to was their an-
swer to one simple question,”
said Ian de Planque. “If you
had it all to do over again
and your unit was deployed
to the Persian Gulf, would
you go?”

The answer was unani-
mous: absolutely.

These young men and
women did not fail us — we as
a nation seem to have failed
them.

Camilla Louise Lyngsby is
a second year Master of Inter-
national Affairs student and
a SIPA News Editor for Com-
muniqué.
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Ethiopian Prime Minister’s Invi-
tation to World Leaders Forum
Stirs Debate

By Nithin Coca

he announcement that

Prime Minister Meles
Zenawi, leader of Ethiopia
for 15 years, would speak at
Columbia University’s World
Leaders Forum created a
stir from within the Colum-
bia student body, sparking a
debate whether Zenawi has
done an adequate job balanc-
ing economic development
with civil rights and freedom.

Journalists sent an open
letter to Columbia President
Lee C. Bollinger, asking for
an explanation for the Uni-
versity hosting a contro-
versial world leader, and if
a venue for counter-voices
would be provided. The Uni-
versity responded that all
World Affairs Forum speak-
ers are held to identical stan-
dards of openness and ques-
tioning, regardless of their
nationality or stature.

However, it appears that
Zenawi has as many sup-
porters as he does detractors.
When Zenawi spoke at the fo-
rum on September 22, there
were two competing dem-
onstrations, one in support
of Zenawi and one against,
across the street from Alfred
Lerner Hall.

“I believe that he has a
right to speak here,” said

Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi is seen at his office in
the capital, Addis Ababa, in 2007. (AP Photo/Les Nauheus)

Semir Saleh, an undergradu-
ate student at NYU who par-
ticipated in the demonstra-
tion against Zenawi. “But
people also have a right to
know about what his regime
is doing.”

Zenawil was elected Prime
Minister in 1995, in the first
Democratic elections after
the fall of the former military
regime, and reelected again
in 2000. While it is widely
agreed that these two elec-
tions were delivered fair and
free, the legitimacy of the
2005 elections i1s much de-
bated. Zenawi was reelected
in 2005, amidst accusations

of voting irregularities and
intimidation, which led to
widespread protests and po-
lice retaliation that killed
193 people.

The most recent elections
were held this summer, with
Zenawi’s coalition winning
99.7% of the seats in Par-
liament. According to those
present, it was a quieter,
more repressive environ-
ment.

“People were fearful. You
have to think about how your
decision effects your fam-
ily, your community, your
friends, and your employers,”

Continued on Page 7

USP Students Retreat From The City

Continued from Page 1
dighi, conducted a survey of
USP graduates and continu-
ing students asking how the
program could be improved.
The most overwhelming
response was ‘need a re-
treat.” Notably, over 15
second-years participated in
the USP retreat, compared
to three second year pro-
gram assistants at the Hu-
man Rights retreat or EPD’s
seven.

Thus, on September 24,
with the blessing of concen-
tration director Esther Fuchs
and the leadership of Rob-
bins and Sedighi, 50 SIPA
students set out to discover
exactly what it means to be
USP. The chosen retreat
site was Vacamas Camp,
located one hour outside of
New York in Milfred, New
Jersey. The camp is usually
used for under-privileged
inner-city children to spend
the summer discovering the
outdoors. This weekend Vac-
amas hosted a group of SIPA
students in search of a par-
ticularly “urban” identity.

Though it may seem iron-
ic that a group of self-pro-
claimed urban-ites would
feel the need to retreat from
the city, participants felt
that it was necessary, and
it would not have been a
retreat if they did not leave

their natural habitat. “Even
USP students need to get out
of the city to reflect on our
understanding of the city en-
vironment,” explained Rob-
bins.

Once out of the city, the
retreat followed a rather tra-
ditional schedule but with a
unique USP spin on things.
In addition to regular out-
door sports, one group of
ten students occupied them-
selves playing an epic battle
of rummy to background par-
lor music. International stu-
dents were provided the op-
portunity to experience the
classic American camp (and
SIPA retreat) experience:
the S’'more, eating them over
a rousing debate about “what
is the greatest invention in
the last 100 years?”

First-year student Maria
Soledad Guilera said the
retreat seemed like ““nerd
camping,” but also that it
“confirmed that SIPA really
houses a lot of people with in-
teresting backgrounds. And
all of them want to change
the world.”

Students also  enjoyed
sharing advice and intern-
ship experiences, valuable
in a concentration as flexible
as USP. Second-year student
Kelly Dougherty said it was
great “getting to know people
more intimately outside the

classroom and knowing what
people are doing, particular-
ly with the diversity of stu-
dents.” The conversations
with first-years often floated
to course offerings and cu-
riosities about the required
class, Esther Fuch’s Seminar
in Urban Policy.

Participants came away
from the experience feeling
like they were part of some-
thing bigger. “It was nice
to see faces of people in the
concentration to know who
1s who...even among second-
years,” reflected Dougherty.
“Having the first retreat has
solidified us as a concentra-
tion. “We came out of this
weekend a strong cohesive
unit, looking forward to more
activities,” added Sedighi.

The retreat is seen as both
a real and symbolic cause for
celebration. “It was a huge
success, and I'm very happy.
I hope it’s a tradition that
continues for years to come,”
said Robbins. Sedighi added,
“The retreat also set a prec-
edent that Urban and Social
Policy is now as strong as
other concentrations.”

Lauren Quillian is a sec-
ond year Master of Public
Administration student con-
centrating in Urban and So-
cial Policy.

Rio’s Children: Not
Natural Born Killers

By Samantha Barthelemy
Luis Roberto Pires Fer-
reira, or Beto, as Afro-
Reggae’s CEO is more popu-
lar known, came to SIPA on
September 21, to present
the work done by the non-
governmental organization
based in Rio de Janeiro’ slum
of Vigario Geral.

“There must be something
wrong with our society,” said
Luis Roberto Pires Ferreira,
or Beto, as the CEO of Af-
roReggae 1s more popularly
known. “Rio de Janeiro’s chil-
dren aren’t born natural kill-
ers, but somehow they end up
dealing drugs and commit-
ting murders.”

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil's
Wonderful City, is home to
more than 600 favelas, or
slums, with a combined popu-

famous band, Banda Afro-
Reggae, which has opened
concerts for celebrities like
the Rolling Stones, Madonna
and Beyoncé. But its work is
much bigger than that.

For seventeen years, Afro-
Reggae has been working in
what Beto describes as “com-
plex environments” — as com-
plex as life in Rio de Janeiro
can be — to bring an alterna-
tive to communities affected
by poverty and violence.

The idea is to attract people
to the culture of culture in-
stead of the culture of drugs
and violence.

AfroReggae started Dby
seeking to attract favelas’
youth, offering educational
workshops in the popular
musical genres — soul, reggae,

“There must be something wrong
with our society. Rio de Janeiro’s
children aren’t born natural killers,
but somehow they end up dealing

drugs and committing murders.”

--Luis Roberto Pires Ferreira,
CEO of AfroReggae

lation estimated anywhere
between 3 to 6 million people.

Favelas are also home to
Rio’s heavily armed drug
gangs — among them the no-
torious Comando Vermelho
portrayed in the film ‘City of
God’ by film director Fernan-
do Meirelles.

For the most part, the gov-
ernment is an unseen pres-
ence. As many communities
lack schools, hospitals, sani-
tation, banks parks, clinics,
pools, community centers and
post-offices.

Residents are held hostage
between the incompetent —
and often oppressive — police,
the neglectful authorities and
the vicious drug barons.

AfroReggae was born in the
favela of Vigario Geral, in
January 1993, out of the de-
sire to counteract the violent
drug industry and the police
oppression pervasive in the
city.

The goal was to reduce the
distance separating Rio’s
whites and blacks, rich and
poor, favelas and asphalt, so
as to connect the different
sectors of society.

AfroReggae would soon be-
come a means through which
favela residents of some of
Rio’s most violent slums in-
cluding Vigario Geral and
Parada de Lucas, —would use
their culture as a forum for
expression.

The group may be more
popularly known for its world-

rap, hip-hop, funk and samba
— and programs focused on
dance, acting, graffiti, recy-
cling, capoeira, soccer, per-
cussion and more.

AfroReggae tries to “sell the
reality of a long life”, showing
children and adolescents they
can live past their 17th birth-
day — an age where many
have died or lost friends to
drug related violence — and
working to (re)build their
self-esteem.

Beto tells about one
11-year-old child, member of
a drug gang, who when asked
whether he was afraid to die
simply responded, “No, it’s
okay, they [gang leaders] will
find someone to replace me
really soon.”

When asked again about
whether he feared being
killed, the young boy replied,
“If T am dead, I am dead. It
cannot be worse than being
here.

From Favela to the World

Among its many accom-
plishments, AfroReggae has
developed projects and part-
nerships in all corners of the
world — Colombia, UK, Ger-
many, Portugal, India, South
Africa, China, United States
and Canada — always seek-
ing to promote art as a means
towards social justice, and
promoting socio-cultural ex-
changes.

As a carioca — a native of
Rio de Janeiro — it was inspir-
Continued on Page 7
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Straight Talk
about Don’t Ask,

Don’t Tell

By Ryan Kaminski

n the wake of the policy

barring gays and lesbi-
ans from openly serving in
the US military as it was
declared  unconstitutional
by U.S. District Judge Vir-
ginia Phillips, Senator John
McCain has nevertheless
maintained his argument
that Congress should not re-
peal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
(DADT) until the results of
the Pentagon’s recent mili-
tary-wide survey on the sub-
ject are released at the end of
the year.

The result was, not unex-
pectedly, a successful GOP
led filibuster of the legisla-
tion repealing DADT in the
Senate. Instead of waiting
until after the midterm elec-
tions to try passing the repeal
legislation again, President
Obama should immediately
use his stop-loss executive
authority to halt the enforce-
ment of the policy.

Overall, the Pentagon’s
survey to assess feelings
within the US military to-
wards “homosexuals” is at
best a waste of resources and
at worst a startling embar-
rassment to the men and
women in the world’s finest
fighting force. It must not be
employed as an instrument
to prevent gays and lesbians
from openly serving in the
US military.

Costing US taxpayers $4.5
million, the survey queries
US soldiers about “bathing”
and quartering with homo-
sexuals, and even their like-
lihood of attending military
“social functions” with homo-
sexual servicemembers. Sol-
diers are given a spectrum
of responses to choose from,
indicating how they would
feel or what they would do in
response to these situations.

Apparently, after years of
both external and internal
studies confirming the wide-
spread abuse of DADT along
with its negative effects on
both unit cohesion and mili-
tary readiness, Senator Mc-
Cain and other members
of the GOP want one poll,
undergirded by stereotypes
and mischaracterizations, to
finally determine whether
the US military is ready to

(AP Photos/Susan Walsh)

let gays and lesbians openly
serve.

Interestingly, the US mili-
tary never thought it neces-
sary to survey the armed
forces when it integrated
African-Americans in the
1940s. If knowing the feel-
ings of the US armed forces
about serving with open gays
and lesbians is so important,
one must ask why DADT
proponents did not sound
the alarm about the lack of
a “Feelings Regarding Work-
ing alongside Gay and Les-
bian Soldiers of US Allies”
poll before the invasions of
Afghanistan and Iragq.

Another seemingly obvious
question about the survey is
what ultimate practical use
it will have. Several promi-
nent gay rights groups have
already dismissed the survey
as prohibitively biased. The
Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network has even ad-
vised gay and lesbian soldiers
not to fill it out. Given that
DADT has not been what its
name suggests, but essen-
tially a witch-hunt, involv-
ing third-party outings and
private email intrusions even
tolerant straight soldiers are
likely to be suspicious how
their answers will be inter-
preted or investigated despite
repeated assertions by Sec-
retary of Defense Gates that
the survey will not be used to
dismiss anyone.

Let’s also have some
good old-fashioned McCain
‘straight talk’ about the sur-
vey’s ‘showering with homo-
sexuals’ scenarios. Whatever
the survey results are, it is
doubtful that the military
will actually establish homo-
sexual only’ bathing facilities,
living quarters, and units
and have exclusively gay so-
cial events even if DADT is
repealed. Besides the near
comical absurdity of such
policies, it would present sig-
nificant logistical and politi-
cal problems abroad in a time
when military resources are
already severely strained.

The bill to repeal DADT
has already passed the
House, and can likely clear
the Senate soon if Senator
McCain stops his increas-

Weak ties, Behemoth Change

Social Media and the Reinvention of Social Activism

By Gillian Tee

eports on the revolu-

tionary and grandi-
ose use of social media in
activism has largely been
an overhype, argued Mal-
colm Gladwell in his article
on Twitter, Facebook, and
social activism in The New
Yorker this week. Gladwell
points out that while online
social networks are efficient
in increasing participation
and collaborative networks
across distance, they are ul-
timately ineffective in “high-
risk activism” and causes for
systemic change — a process
he claims is only successful
as a result of strong ties. Ac-
cording to Gladwell, while
online social networks are
built around ties between
casual acquaintances — oth-
erwise known as weak ties
— the bottom-line is that
these weak connections are
lackluster and ineffective for
“high-risk activism.”

But is the wholesale rejec-
tion of weak ties and social
networks as a vehicle to build
significant social movements
justified? A closer look at the
evidence strongly suggests
no.

One only has to catch on
to the development of social
media tools such as Ushahidi
to realize the significant im-
plications of new media plat-
forms and so-called “weak
ties” to social activism. De-
veloped in 2008, Ushahidi is
a social media website that
uses the concept of crowd-
sourcing — an outsourcing of
tasks to an open community
or crowd — for use in crisis-
situations.

Providing a mechanism for
users to submit reports on-
line through its website or
using their mobile phones,
the tool has been used in
events such as the 2010 Hai-
ti and Chile earthquakes,
where thousands of urgent
and actionable reports were
collected from a multitude of
sources providing geo-spatial
information on victims and
situations on the ground. In
essence, the build up of loose

ties enabled by the social
networks created on Usha-
hidi led to a coordinated ef-
fort between responders on
the ground and thousands
around the world — a concrete
social movement that helped
save hundreds of lives in a
high-risk, physically threat-
ening situation.

It 1s wunfortunate that
the only social media tools
Gladwell cited to support his
argument were Facebook,
Twitter, and Wikipedia. A
holistic and in-depth survey
of the social media landscape
tells us that the realm of so-
cial media is not merely lim-
ited to these specific tools.
And to merely examine a few
popular tools to buttress an
overarching generalization
of the role of social media in
activism represents a misin-
formed effort. Gladwell cites
that networks are only enor-
mously resilient and adapt-
able in low-risk situations,
but a cursory examination
of the Ushahidi networks
and how it led to the sys-
temic assembly of activists in
situations on the grounds of
Chile and Haiti debunks his
theory.

To omit the potential trans-
lation of weak ties into strong
ones when considering the
role of social networks in ac-
tivism 1s a grave oversight.
Gladwell cited as an example
of true activism, the senti-
nel campaigns of the civil-
rights movement sparked
by Martin Luther King that
were driven by high-school
students across the country.
However, he failed to high-
light that Martin Luther
King was able to inspire such
discipline among a relatively
large group of followers be-
cause he maintained indi-
rect connection, or weak ties,
with them through various
mass media platforms.

The ease with which weak
social ties can translate into
strong ones and the resulting
implications and consequenc-
es of the online development
of weak ties are enormous.

Like Gladwell argues, a

revolution is a build-up of
events. It can last a pro-
longed period of time, and
can invoke practical action
and violence. These concepts
carry over to the potential
impacts of social networks:
Jumo, a new online media
site will start to exploit social
networks to set up tailored
development programs; vari-
ous other numerous tools,
from digital media sites such
as Kopernik that uses social
networks to provide energy-
efficient household products
to developing countries, to
JustGiving, a website that
accumulates donations for
individual development pro-
grams can add up. Are not
the invention and sustain-
ability of these programs
considered  revolutionary?
And is their future potential
to bring about larger system-
ic and developmental change
not worth exploring?

The backbone of activism
lies in the free flow of infor-
mation and coordination, and
how better to disseminate
information and coordinate
large amounts then through
online social networks. Al-
ready, we see various human
rights advocacy groups us-
ing online video journalism
as a powerful advocacy tool,
and new trends such as so-
cial news, where the spread
of hard news seems to be in-
creasingly driven by social
networks.

Rather than flatly denying
the benefits of online social
networks towards serious
social change, these efforts
would perhaps be better ap-
portioned to examining how
we use these tools and plat-
forms to further “high-risk”
causes and complement ex-
isting strategies for change.
Revolutions have always
relied on any platform, indi-
vidual and tool that can help
them along.

Gillian Tee is a Master of
International Affairs student
specializing in Media. She
is also Co-Editor-in-Chief of
Communiqué.

ingly obvious political pos-
turing. Congressionally
repealing Don’t Ask Don’t
Tell is advantageous in that
it could avoid a lengthy ap-
peals process in the judicial
system. Unfortunately, how-
ever, the current repeal leg-
islation includes a provision
demanding that President
Obama, Defense Secretary
Gates, and Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Mullen
certify that the US military
is ready to lift the ban. Of
course, many have predicted
this will not occur until after
the results of the Pentagon
survey are released.

But gays and lesbians who
are currently serving hon-

orably in the US military
should not have to wait even
longer for the circus that
has become the US Senate
to repeal DADT or for the
prejudiced results of some ri-
diculous survey. Their Com-
mander in Chief, President
Obama, has the authority to
effectively stop the enforce-
ment of the policy right now.
While not an official end to
DADT, it is certainly better
than continuing to fire Ara-
bic translators, weapons of
mass destruction specialists,
and field medics.

Additionally, halting en-
forcement of DADT in this
manner could very well
strengthen efforts to legis-

latively repeal the policy, as
it becomes obvious the finest
fighting force in the world
can retain its singular sta-
tus without playing cat-and-
mouse games with its gay
and lesbian service members.

Hopefully, President
Obama’s pen will prove
mightier than the Senate
horde.

Ryan Kaminski is the So-
cial Chair of the Gays and
Lesbians in International
and Public Affairs (GLIPA)
organization at SIPA and is
a second year Master of Inter-
national Affairs stuent.
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Beliefs Masqueraded as Facts in Indian Mosque Verdict

By Sheena Jones
On September 30, the
verdict of the Ayod-
hya property dispute de-
termined the former Babri
Mosque - a landmark located
in the northern Indian state
of Uttar Pradesh consid-
ered sacred to both Hindus
and Muslims would be
split three ways: two thirds
to Hindus and one third to
Muslims.

Central to the dispute is
whether a Hindu deity was
born at the site and if a pre-
existing Hindu temple was
demolished to construct the
mosque. Documents from
the 1800s suggest that Hin-
dus and Muslims once wor-
shipped together on the dis-
puted land. However, people
of both faiths have fought
over ownership of the land
as far back as 1853. The dis-
pute came to head in 1992
when advocates for a “re-

placement” Hindu temple
demolished the mosque,
causing Hindu-Muslim

clashes across India that
killed 2,000 people.

That Muslims have been
granted one third of the land
where a mosque existed for
nearly 600 years hardly
seems fair. It is also peculiar
that Uttar Pradesh’s High
Court of Allahabad would
comment on matters of faith
in a country that claims to be
secular. The verdict, which
the New York Times unfit-
tingly labeled “Solomonic,”
holds a number of beliefs

dressed as facts.

The following text within
the Times presents a mas-
querade:

Judge Dharam Veer Shar-
ma: “The disputed site is the
birth place of Lord Ram.”

“Lord Ram” emerges from
the Ramayana, a Hindu text.
While admittedly an im-
portant deity in Hinduism,
there is no evidence indicat-
ing that “Lord Ram” was a
historical figure. Excava-
tions and analysis conducted
by the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) likewise
found no indication that the
site was the birthplace of the
Hindu deity.

Judge Sharma: “The dis-
puted building was con-
structed by Babur, the year
is not certain but it was built
against the tenets of Islam.
Thus, it cannot have the
character of a mosque.”

Scholars widely agree
that Emperor Babur, who
ruled over northern India
in the 1500s, commissioned
construction of the Babri
Mosque in either 1528 or
1529. The “tenet of Islam”
the court referred to is that
a mosque should not exist at
the site of a demolished place
of worship of another faith.
The court’s statement im-
plies that Babri mosque was
built after a Hindu temple
was destroyed. The evidence
of a preexisting temple, how-
ever, is highly contested.

An Indian policeman stands vigil in
the backdrop of a temple, awaiting
the court verdict on September 30
that determined whether Hindus or
Muslims should control a disputed
holy site in Ayodhya, India. (AP
Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)

Former ASI Director, B.B.
Lal, commissioned large-
scale excavations at Ayod-
hya between 1975 and 1980
to substantiate events that
occur in the Ramayana. The
findings, published in 1977
in respected ASI journal, In-
dian Archaeology: A Review,
concluded that the items un-
earthed in the excavations
surrounding the mosque
were “devoid of any special
interest,” indicating that evi-
dence of a preexisting Hindu
temple was not found.

In 1990, after Lal had re-
tired, he wrote again of his
excavations in Hindu na-
tionalist publication, Man-
than, citing for the first time
a series of brick pillar bases

at the mosque and a few
stone pillars, “which may
have come from the preced-
ing structure.” When Lal’s
peers asked ASI to release
Lal’s excavation notes and
photographs of the newly
cited pillars, the request was
not granted. The only photo-
graph of Lal’s “pillar bases,”
published two years later by
Hindu nationalists, shows
broken brick that could not
have sustained the weight
of the four-story mosque. A
later archaeological assess-
ment suggests that the pil-
lars are from different cul-
tural levels, and thus could
not have originated from the
same building.

Judge Sharma: “The dis-
puted structure was con-
structed on the site of old
structure after demolition
of the same. The Archaeo-
logical Survey of India has
proved that the structure
was a massive Hindu reli-
gious structure.”

The only thing ASI has
proved is that their findings
are highly contradictory. In
2003 the court ordered ASI
to conduct an excavation of
the Babri Mosque rubble.
Both Hindu and Muslim ex-
cavation observers claimed
discrepancies between site
findings and what ASI re-
ported. The final unauthored
sentence of ASI’s report re-
fers to objects not mentioned
elsewhere in the report as
“associated with [Hindu]

temples of north India.” The
report also mentions the
discovery of animal bones,
which makes the theory of
a preexisting Hindu temple
unlikely, given the Hindu
practice of vegetarianism.
Finally, ASI's report men-
tions Muslim pottery shards
which date to the thirteenth
century, well before Emper-
or Babar was born and when
a Hindu temple is thought to
have existed at the site.

The complicated history
of Babri Mosque, which
has come to symbolize the
uncomfortable marriage of
Hindus and Muslims in In-
dia, is ridden with conflicting
beliefs. In this labyrinth of
theories, a single fact emerg-
es that cannot be contested:
the site where Babri Mosque
once stood holds important
religious significance for
both Hindus and Muslims.
The slicing of the plot two
thirds to Hindus and one
third to Muslims illustrates
not only the inequity of the
court’s decision, but also the
tragedy that Indians of both
faiths are unable share this
sacred land and must pro-
ceed, divided.

Sheena Jones is a second-
year Master of International
Affairs student and a World
Affairs Editor for Communi-
qué.

Ethiopian Prime Minister’s Invitation to

World Leaders Forum Stirs Debate

Continued from Page 5

said a second-year Master of
International Affairs student
with experience working in
Ethiopia who preferred to re-
main anonymous. While no
major violence was reported,
Human Rights Watch criti-
cized the government for
preventing foreign news or-
ganizations access to report
on the elections..

Despite accusations of
repression, many credit
Zenawi for KEthiopia’s eco-
nomic achievement. KEthio-
pia boasts one of the fastest
economic growth rates in Af-
rica, at over 10% a year for
the past five years, according
to official reports from the
Ethiopian government. How-
ever, the International Mon-
etary Fund questions this
number. Zenawi’s supporters
cite the reported measure-
ment as evidence of progress,

considering it an indication
of Ethiopia’s emergence from
a repressive military dicta-
torship and famine that left
over a million dead.

“I'd be surprised, consid-
ering our [economic] record,
if we didn’t win overwhelm-
ingly,” said Zenawi, speaking
of the 2010 elections at the
World Leaders Forum.

Zenawi considered his
leadership more benign com-
pared to the previous regime.
“It’s not coming back,” he
said of KEthiopia’s military
ruled era.

While supporters praise
Mzr. Zenawi for reigning over
a period of relative prosperi-
ty and tranquility, others be-
lieve that diminishing free-
doms outweigh the benefits
of stability.

“It’s a common attitude in
Africa to accept something

because it’s not as bad as it
was before,” said the anony-
mous student. “[The military
regime] was terrible, years of
famine, people disappearing,
and worse.”

Whether Ethiopia’s stabil-
ity is improving however is
still up for debate. In May,
Human Rights Watch issued
a report, criticizing an Ethio-
pian law passed in 2009 that
aims to paralyze civil rights,
education, and conflict reso-
lution advocacy groups by
requiring that 90% of their
funding come from within
Ethiopia. This is a challenge
in a country which, despite
its  proclaimed economic
growth, has one of the lowest
per capita GDP’s in Africa.

“When I asked the Ethio-
pians I met if they would
rather have democracy or
economic development, they
always said democracy,” said

the anonymous student.

The debate continues both
in Ethiopia and abroad. Ar-
ticles both criticizing and
praising Zenawi’s speech to
Columbia University have
sprung up on blogs and web-
sites around the world. Both
proponents and critics of the
Ethiopian leader voice hope
that greater awareness and
communication will lead to
progress in the future.

Nithin Coca is a first year
Master of International Af-
fairs student, concentrat-
ing in Environmental Policy
Studies.

Not Natu-

ral Born
Killers

Continued from Page 5

ing to see how many SIPA
students engaged in the dis-
cussion and later approached
Beto to request his contact in-
formation.

“We want to tell these peo-
ple’s stories,” said Beto. “But
another story, not that which
1s commonly portrayed by the
media, as the story of crimi-
nals. We want to show that
more than 99% of those who
live in the favelas are citizens
like you and me. And we want
to show how some of the most
important parts of Brazilian
culture — such as soccer, sam-
ba, hip-hop and funk — were
born in or out of the favelas.”

Samantha Barthelemy is a
dual degree Master of Inter-
national Affairs student with
Sciences Po.
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(In)Visible Stamping: Labels at SIPA

By Samantha Barthelemy

How often have Bra-
zilians heard that
they are all lazy, Carnaval-
dancing, soccer-playing,
Havaianas-wearing beach
bums? How many times have
the French been blamed for
Parisians’ arrogance, rude-
ness and smelliness? How fre-
quently have Americans been
accused of being ignorant
would-be world dominators?

Before leaving Rio de Janei-
ro, Brazil, I had never been
asked (directly) about my
race, my religious affiliation,
my political views, my ethnic-
ity or my sexual identity. Am
I a liberal or a conservative?
Interested in men, women or
both? Black, brown, white,
red, yellow or “other”? Jew-
ish, Muslim, Catholic, atheist
or “other”? An evolutionist or
a creationist? Which box am I
a check mark in?

I am a Caucasian, twen-
ty-five years old, baptized,
half-Belgian, half-Brazilian
female. But I see these de-
tails as irrelevant to you, my
reader. And I hope that what
my readers retain from this
article goes beyond the fact
that I am a young, white, Eu-
ro-Latin American woman.

Trying to fit my physical

characteristics, ideas, beliefs
and values into categories
from a drop-down list doesn’t
make much sense to me. It
might be that where I am
from, classes are so rigidly
established and obvious — you
are either a minority, quite
rich and white, or a majority,
mostly poor and dark skinned
— that nobody goes to the
trouble of worrying about of-
ficial categories.

By contrast, America’s flu-
id, heterogeneous; “we can all
attain the American dream”
society might need more for-
mal, stratified organizing
principles. It might also be
that Americans are so ada-
mant about their acceptance
of diversity, that demonstrat-
ing it too much has only rein-
forced the need for categori-
zations.

And maybe there is noth-
ing wrong with that. After
all, aren’t we asked to label
ourselves when applying to
SIPA? Labels aren’t inherent-
ly bad. They can be a source
of comfort and belonging. The
words “I am Brazilian” al-
ways come to me with a sense
of pride.

Labels also help us organize
society and simplify overcom-

plicated aspects of daily life.
Our profession is a label, as
is our gender, our education
level and the wedding band
we wear.

The problem emerges when
labels are used, not as adjec-
tives, but as the only defini-
tion of who we are — even
though most of the time we
have no choice as to which la-
bel is being applied to us!

Combined with a lack of in-
formation, labels may lead to
misguided stereotypes — inac-
curate, simplistic or exagger-
ated generalizations about
a group or individual. They
may also isolate, creating
barriers between people who
are otherwise very similar.

Such constructions may —
consciously or not — influence
thoughts and behaviors. And
suddenly, without much con-
sideration, we feel we know
exactly who people are, we
can explain their conduct or
predict their future actions.
We may even come to har-
bor hostile thoughts towards
them!

By labeling groups or indi-
viduals we risk closing our
minds, fitting people into
categories and keeping them
there. We may feel comfort-

able in our ideological co-
coons, grabbing onto evidence
that supports our view and
simply ignoring that which
contradicts it.

I have been deemed arro-
gant for saying I hold political
and religious views indepen-
dent of particular affiliations.
As an immigrant, I have been
the target of, but not felt per-
sonally harmed by labels.
But I know many people who
have, and I am positive that T
am not the only one.

Fellow student, Lenny Pri-
datko, remembers an “overall
unpleasant feeling” when he
first emigrated from the for-
mer Soviet Union, in 1991.
“Go back where you came
from” is a phrase he heard re-
peatedly throughout his first
few years in the U.S. Lenny
did not “return to where he
came from”. Instead, he re-
mained in Brooklyn and
worked quickly to lose his
once strong Russian accent.

I wouldn’t be honest if I
didn’t admit that I have been
guilty of labeling and stereo-
typing myself — even if re-
luctantly or unconsciously.
It’s easy to forget that before
gender, color, religion, back-
ground or preferences we are

all individual human beings.
Or that maybe, beyond these
secondary details, we just
want to find common ground
and live in a world free of
bias.

In the meantime, why don’t
we look at the person next
to us, and make as much ef-
fort as possible to get to know
them for who they truly are,
instead of seeing them for
what they appear to be?

I like to think that at SIPA
— a mini international hub
— most of us will not allow
generalizations to replace
thought and experience. We
will prevent ourselves from
only hanging out with those
who share our label(s) and
avoiding those who don’t.
We will take advantage of
this once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity, and instead of hiding
in our comfort zones, we will
seek to learn from people of
all colors, backgrounds, pref-
erences, dress codes, races
and religions. I am sure we
will surprise ourselves.

Samantha Barthelemy is a
dual degree Master of Inter-
national Affairs student with
Sciences Po.
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