Communique

Columbia University

School of Infernational
& Public Affairs

Volume 18, Number 4 | November 10, 2008

Getting David

to Vote

Campaigning in

Ohio offers new

perspective on America

By Eamon Kircher-Allen

44 A re you sure you don’t
want to vote?” It was

7:05 p.m. on Election Day
and my friend Crissie Fer-
rara, Communique’s photo
editor, was making a last-
minute phone call from the
local Democratic party head-
quarters to plead with Da-
vid, a 20-year-old resident of
Lancaster, Ohio, to get to the
polls. “I know, we’re all re-
ally tired. But this election is
really, really important and
what happens in Ohio is go-
ing to decide it.”

David had just returned
from a long day at school,
and said he was just too tired
to vote, even though he sup-
ported Barack Obama. He
even declined the campaign’s
offer of a ride.

“He’s hung up,” Crissie
said. “And now he won’t an-
swer his phone.”

My friend Matteen and I
were in the field office sitting
on the couch next to Crissie,
along with about 20 other
volunteers making similar

calls to hundreds of potential
Obama supporters in the fi-
nal minutes of voting.

“Let’s just go to his house
and pick him up anyway,”
Matteen  said, glancing
around the room full of tired
volunteers. Without a second
thought, he and I jumped
up. Moments later, we were
tearing through the streets of
Lancaster in a rented green
minivan with an Obama-
Biden placard masking-taped
to its side door. A local teen-
age volunteer rode shotgun,
guiding us through the dark
streets to David’s’ house,
whose address we had from
the voter roles.

I knocked on the door of
David’s’ back-alley apart-
ment, but no answer came. I
called his phone from my cell.
No one picked up. In only 15
minutes, David’s dwindling
opportunity to vote would be
a long-gone memory.

The race to get David to
vote was the final effort of a
weekend-long push to make

Continued in Page 4
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Nuclear menace or potential partner? Students
put forward two different views on Iran -- and
how the United States should deal with it.
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Celebrating victory Volunteers for Barack Obama’s campaign in Lancaster,
Ohio, including STPA students Amali Tower, left and Victoria Okoye, center,
celebrated the news of another state going blue on the night of the election. The
volunteers traveled from New York by van to canvass for the campaign.

New Dean to Inject
Change at SIPA

By Shiori Okazaki

arack Obama is not

the only one talking
about change. SIPA students
too are eager for transforma-
tion, and it is that vibrancy
and passion that excites
Cassandra Simmons, the
school’s new associate dean
of Student Affairs. “The ani-
mation and the conversation
1s contagious here,” she said.
“This 1s a very happy and
hopeful place.”

The passion for change
Simmons shares with STPA
students keeps her friendly
and approachable despite
her numerous responsibili-
ties overseeing Student Af-
fairs, Career Services and
the Office of Admissions.
She intends to keep her door
open for any student who
might come to visit, and has
been known to pull people in
when she feels like a chat.

“I've just always had this
curiosity,” says the self-iden-
tified “army brat,” whose
international upbringing
inspired a love and respect
of cultural differences and
similarities.

Simmons spent her child-
hood in Germany, France
and Taiwan before mov-
ing to Michigan, where she
received her master’s de-
gree from Michigan State
University. She went on to
get her Ph.D. in Counsel-
ing, Personnel Services and
Educational Psychology and
taught Clinical Psychology
as tenured faculty.

While in Michigan she also
fed her deep interest in pub-
lic health, helping initiate a
major breast cancer aware-
ness and detection program
among minority communi-
ties. Until recently breast
cancer awareness cam-
paigns featured only white
women — and many minority
women did not participate in
detection programs because
of the mistaken notion that
they were safe from the dis-
ease. “Even though the inci-
dence was lower in women
of color, the mortality rate
was higher because it was
detected at a later stage,”
says Simmons, who went on
to become the director of the
Minority Postdoctoral Fel-
lowship Program at Harvard
University’s School of Public

Health.

The new dean drew a par-
allel between preventive
health and the curriculum
of SIPA. “You can’t cure the
top three health diseases
but you can prevent them,”
she said, noting that while
many of the conflicts in this
world are difficult to resolve,
they too can be averted.
“With the skills the students
are acquiring in this gradu-
ate program, I am complete-
ly confident that they will
work to decrease the kind of
strife that we see around the
world.”

This is not the first time
Simmons will serve as as-
sociate dean of student af-
fairs. She held the position
in Michigan and at Harvard
before becoming program di-
rector at the New York office
of The Conference Board, a
business membership and
research organization best
known for compiling the
Consumer Confidence Index
and Leading Economic Indi-
cators.

Although The Conference
Board offered Simmons a
Continued in Page 5

Sainath at SIPA:
India Is Hurting Its

Farmers

Page 5

Www.sipa.columbia.edu/ communique

US[[Y-I9YDITY] UOWRH :030YJ



P.2

Communiqué - November 10, 2008

SIPLOMACY

Iran Needs Power, Too

Because of Bush’s failures, the U.S. may have to live with a nuclear Iran.

By Gazelle Javantash

his summer I spent several

months in Tehran visiting fam-
ily and completing an internship.
My trip was pleasant and I enjoyed
learning more about Iran without the
filter of international media.

Despite Iran having the third larg-
est o1l reserves in the world, I saw
firsthand how daily rolling blackouts
disrupt cities throughout the country
for hours at a time. Another strange
occurrence was seeing lines at gas
stations, often of 50 cars or more,
waiting to use “ration cards” that de-
termined the amount of gasoline that
people could fill up at the tank.

But how could an oil giant face such
energy problems? The answer: sanc-
tions and U.S. foreign policy against
Iran.

Since the 1979 Irani-
an Revolution, Wash-
ington’s approach to-
ward Iran has become
more difficult to under-
stand. Itis often threat-
ening in its tone, con-
fusing in its objectives
and ultimately a fail-
ure in bringing about
a resolution. Both na-
tions have caused each
other harm, of course,
but both are at fault
for not taking positive
steps toward normaliz-
ing relations.

The consistent policy
since President Cart-
er’s administration
has been to impose
sanctions and isolate
Iran, with the goal to
collapse the govern-
ment. This 30-year old
approach has failed,
just as it did in Iraq.

Sanctions have deci-

easy to understand why. They strive
to keep the masses as complacent and
content as they possibly can. After
all, Iranians have historically shown
themselves capable of overthrowing
a government that made them un-
happy, and the Islamic regime could
find themselves on the other side of a
revolution.

This government posturing also
has much to do with U.S. policies
that have continuously promoted “re-
gime change” in Iran. For example,
in one of many attempts to overthrow
the Islamic regime, the U.S. provided
chemical weapons for Saddam Hus-
sein to use against Iran during the
Iran-Iraq war. This and other histor-
ical grievances have led to a funda-
mental mistrust by Iran that needs
to be resolved in order to move for-
ward.

Tehran in return wanted recogni-
tion of their government, no more
plans for regime change, and a re-
moval of sanctions. This was denied
by the Bush Administration, likely
because they were close to declaring
victory in Iraq and had their sights
set on Iran. The “Axis of Evil” label
also provided an easy target for fin-
ger-pointing by Bush, particularly
since Iraq and North Korea no longer
share this label.

Additionally, Bush’s botched job
of the Iraq War and the mission in
Afghanistan has completely destabi-
lized the region and weakened the
U.S. position in the region. Iran has
risen to be a superpower in the Mid-
dle East, whereas previously other
big players kept Iran’s regional role
in check. And the 2003 deal is now
completely off the table since Tehran

Members of the Security Council of United Nations vote 14-0 on a resolution to increase sanctions against
Iran at U.N. Headquarters Monday, March 3, 2008

istan are not members). Even though
many critics say that ‘peaceful’ is not
Tehran’s true intention, this no lon-
ger matters: Iran will not give up on
this defense of their rights without
some serious perks, and obviously
punishment is not working.

Realistically, Iran does not have a
death wish; they know they have few
allies in the world. They know that if
they ever considered using a nuclear
weapon against any country, they
would be facing complete nuclear de-
struction themselves. However, we
are now left with a situation where
the opportunity to solve the problem
was passed over by a hawkish presi-
dent eager to make war.

Iranian President Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad is also facing tough times
domestically as the financial crisis
causes a drop in world oil prices,
which greatly affects
the Iranian economy.
The nuclear issue is
one of his last politi-
cal assets. Further &
U.S.-imposed isolation
only strengthens Ah-
madinejad’s claim that o
nuclear energy is an g
issue of Iranian rights. &
His upcoming re-elec- &'
tion bid is counting;g,
on the success of this
policy.

Both U.S. presiden-
tial candidates agree
that dialogue with
Iran, in some form, is
necessary to easing
tensions. The win-
ner will unfortunately
have to pick up the
pieces of Bush’s grave
mistakes over the last
eight years. A nucle-
ar Iran, however, is
something the U.S.
may have to live with
because of Bush’s fail-

0307,

mated the Iranian
economy by preventing

foreign  investment.

They have prevented the growth of
its infrastructure and blocked any
private wealth to build in the hands
of the Iranian citizens, who may have
been able to accomplish something
positive if they had the financial free-
dom to do so. Politically, sanctions
have allowed the most radical ele-
ments of the Islamic regime to con-
solidate their financial power by con-
trolling much of the economy.

Perhaps most damaging, the sanc-
tions prohibit investment in oil refin-
eries, power plants, and other meth-
ods of energy production for Iran.
The oil and gas fields sit in disrepair.
It doesn’t take a psychic to figure out
that when you keep a country from
getting new technology to provide en-
ergy for its people, they will resort to
any means necessary to do so, espe-
cially when the government is afraid
that their livelihood is at stake. For
Iran, this ‘last resort’ includes nucle-
ar energy.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is con-
sistently on the offensive, and it’s

Too Little, Too Late

The question now is how to contain
a nuclear Iran. Unfortunately, I'm
afraid we may have missed the boat.

First, it is difficult to take Wash-
ington’s double standards seriously.
To be clear, are they saying it is justi-
fied for Pakistan but not Iran to have
a nuclear weapon, even though it is
the likely hiding spot of Osama Bin
Laden? Is a nuclear India okay, too,
even though they are regularly faced
with suicide bombings by Hindu and
Muslim extremists?

More importantly, tensions over
Iran’s nuclear capabilities are high
because of President Bush’s policies.
In 2003 the Islamic Republic of Iran
reached out to the Bush Administra-
tion with a deal that could have made
enormous progress toward normal-
ization. According to many sources,
the agreement included a call for
peace with Israel, an end to support
of militant groups in the region such
as Hamas and Hezbollah, and com-
plete transparency of their (peaceful)
nuclear program.

Sanctions have
allowed the
most radical

elements of the

Islamic regime

to consolidate

their financial

power by con-
trolling much of

the economy.

is no longer as concerned with what
the U.S. thinks of its nuclear pro-
gram.

Elections and the Future

Iran has made nuclear capabilities
a rights issue, citing their participa-
tion in the Non-Proliferation Treaty
that safeguards nuclear development
for peaceful purposes (India and Pak-

ures.

Iran can’t be blamed
for trying to provide energy to its
citizens when the world has turned
its back on them. However, it is vital
that the next president of the United
States use more logic than Bush in
shifting Iran to an ally, rather than
an enemy. If this can be accom-
plished, we won’t have any reason to
be afraid of our new Iranian allies,
regardless of what type of technology
they possess.

Gazelle Javantash is a 2nd-year
Middle East and Management con-
centrator. She spent last summer
working at a consulting firm in Teh-
ran.
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A Nuclear Threat in the Middle East

For peace to prevail, Iran must prove its peaceful intentions. That’s not likely.

By Omar Al-Nidawi

uclear proliferation in the Mid-

dle East is not a new source
for concern. Dating as far back as
the 1950s, several countries in the
region have sought to build nuclear
programs and ultimately, to acquire
nuclear weapons.

As is the tradition in the Middle
East, countries are suspicious about
their neighbors’ power potential, par-
ticularly when it comes to achieving
a nuclear breakthrough, even if that
means just a few weapons could be
produced.

This suspicion is logical. Nations
in the region are relatively small
and only have a limited number of
urban centers and no vast or redun-
dant industrial infrastructure. In my
country for instance, an attack on
Baghdad and Basra with one nuclear
warhead each would incinerate or ir-
radiate a third of the population and
simultaneously strip Iraq of 90% of
its national income. This is one rea-
son why we tend to be wary of nu-
clear weapons in the hands of neigh-
bors, perhaps more so than people
elsewhere.

A History of Tension

Iraq and Iran fought a long war
during which both countries worked
furiously to build nuclear weapons.
During the fighting, both countries
attacked each other’s nuclear facili-
ties. It took Iraq several air strikes
over a span of five years to cripple
Iran’s program. Iraq’s reactor was
only slightly damaged in an Iranian
raid in 1980, but was dealt a grave
blow in the Israeli Operation Opera
of 1981.

Looking back at all the havoc Sadd-
am Hussein wrought, many in Iraq
were not unhappy with that attack—
nuclear weapons in the hands of im-
pulsive militarist dictators are more
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likely to undermine national security
than reinforce it.

Tensions between Iraq and Iran
may have eased now as a result of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, but not as
much as you’d think.

Iraq and Iran are officially not hos-
tile to each other and they maintain
formal diplomatic relations. More-
over, the current government in
Baghdad is friendly towards Tehran,
largely due to the fact that both are
Shiite Islamists.

However, this does not mean that
things are rosy between the two
neighbors. Interests conflict quite of-
ten and when that happens, tensions
and the possibility of conflict lurk in
the background. Iran needs to under-
stand that its pursuit of total security
brings with it a sense of total insecu-
rity among its neighbors.

In other words, in the Middle East
as in other places, states have nei-
ther perpetual friends nor eternal
enemies. Iraqis are no exception to
this rule.

Despite their limited experience,
Iraqi leaders understand this intui-
tive balance of power and do not put
full trust in anyone. This is exacer-
bated by the fact that Iranians have
played the factions of the Iraqi Shiite
majority bloc against one another at
different times.

As for other Iraqi groups, Kurds
don’t really trust Tehran either and
consider Washington their main
ally. On the other hand, many Sunni
Arabs, whether pan-Arab national-
ists or Islamists, consider Iran their
number-one enemy — even ahead of
Israel and the U.S.

Reality on the Ground

To put it bluntly, Iran’s nuclear
program is a threat to Iraq and the
rest of the Middle East and it will
continue to be perceived as such until

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, speaks at a ceremony in Iran’s

nuclear enrichment facility in Natanz, 186 miles south of capital Tehran,

Iran, April, 9, 2007.

proven otherwise.

Iran’s nuclear ambitions are not
the challenge, per se. Nuclear pow-
er doesn’t threaten people--people
threaten people. In fact, I would not
have any objection to a guaranteed
peaceful nuclear program that can be
subject to unconditional inspection.

The problem is that with the cur-
rent system in Iran, that guarantee
is all but impossible.

For those Iranians who aspire to
the pride and benefits of technological
advances in nuclear energy, a clear
choice must be made: the regime or
the nuclear program, but not both.

Iraqis simply don’t trust Iran and
we don’t have a reason to do so. Even
if our current leaders in Baghdad
seem to befriend Iran, the state and
the people are not willing to be hos-
tage to Iranian preponderance.

If the goal is nuclear
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weapons, which I believe to
be the case, then we in Iraq
and others in the region
have justified concerns.
As a student of interna-
tional security policy, I was
taught that threat is a func-
tion of the potential adver-
sary’s capability multiplied
by his hostile intentions.
I'm a realist—that is I be-
lieve relations among states
are governed by power and
interests—and  therefore
believe that intentions are
neither measurable nor do
they matter: what matters
is capability.

-

Complaints about “double
standards” that tolerate
Israel’s nuclear capability,
but not those of Iran, do
little to convince. Conflict of
interests and the potential
for hostilities between Iraq
and Iran exist, whereas
those between Iraq and Is-
rael don’t.

Additionally, nuclear
weapons in the hands of Is-
raelis have always been for

deterrence on the regional level. In
Iranian hands, they will be used as
a tool to coerce neighbors and deter
outsiders. In any case, Iraq doesn’t
want to be in the crossfire between a
crazy regime in Tehran and a wary
Washington or Tel Aviv. We have
had enough.

A Gloomy Future

The solution to this crisis is in Teh-
ran’s hands. If the Iranians decide
to avert catastrophe, then they must
come clean and let the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in-
spectors do their job. By obstructing
inspections, Iran appears to be hid-
ing something fishy. Tehran needs

A clear choice
must be made:
the regime or
the nuclear pro-
gram, but not
both.

to reverse course and honor the Non-
Proliferation Treaty it signed and be-
gin implementing the obligations the
document entails.

Unfortunately, I don’t think Iran
will wise up and spare us yet another
war in the Gulf. The signs are omi-
nous and there is a striking resem-
blance between the way Tehran acts
today and the way Baghdad did un-
der Saddam. The missile tests, the
gloating about military industrial
breakthroughs, the work of Quds
Forces and yes, talk of annihilating
Israel sound all too familiar to me. As
we say in Iraq, “I've seen this movie
before.”

Omar Al-Nidawi is a 2nd-year ISP
concentrator. Check out his award-
winning blog at http:/ /iragthemodel.
blogspot.com/.
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Getting David to Vote

Continued from Page 1

sure every Obama supporter in the area
had made it to the polls. For the last three
days, after making the 11-hour drive from
New York City, our cadre of eight current
and former STPA students and several other
New Yorkers had relentlessly pounded the
pavement in Lancaster and other towns in
southeast Fairfield County, Ohio — a former
Republican stronghold — to canvass for the
Democratic candidate for president. With the
help of local organizers, we had knocked on
thousands of doors. We talked to 92-year-old
matriarchs, 18-year-old high school students,
young parents and recent retirees. We walked
through subdivisions with seas of McCain-
Palin lawn signs, trying to motivate islands

The 78-year-old Ohioan
loved Obama. “I’'m just a-
waitin’ on the results, sittin’
on pins and needles.”

of hesitant Obama supporters. On the Ap-
palachian fringes of the county, we searched
for Obama voters on dirt roads that wound
through coves where confederate flags hung
in the windows of single-wide trailers.

It was a weekend of not turning back, of
going the extra step to approach the places
most unlikely to house Obama supporters.

To be sure, there were disappointments.
There was the woman who told Matteen she
“just can’t trust a Muslim.” There were the
provocateurs who came by the campaign
headquarters the night before the election
and hurled racist slurs.

But more than anything, there were the
rewarding moments that showed Obama had
real support, in a town where everyone goes
to church and the population is 97.4 percent
white. There was the young farmer on a ru-
ral route who had a giant Obama sign in his
yard, and gave an encouraging thumbs up
from the seat of his tractor. Or the woman
with a country drawl who hadn’t voted in 20
years, but said this time she was going to
the polls for Obama. Or the elderly woman I
called on Tuesday evening to check that she
had voted. She had.

“I'm just so excited about Obama,” she said.
“Im just a-waitin’ on the results, sittin’ on
pins and needles.”

Those interactions spurred us on to make
sure that every Obama vote in town was
cast.

So rather than accepting defeat as we wait-
ed outside David’s silent apartment, we tried
one last tactic.

“Hey David!” Matteen yelled, with the fa-
miliarity of a long-time friend.

There was a pause, and a noise deep within
the house. Finally, a reluctant response.

“Yup...”

“Come on, bud, we're here to take you to
the polls,” Matteen shouted. “You only got a
couple minutes left to vote.”

Soon David shuffled out with a sheepish
look on his face. A tall fellow with braces, he
wore sweats and white plastic slippers.

“Ah, OK. Let’s go, man.”

We careened to his polling place, and con-
vinced the poll workers to hold the door open
for one last voter — it was 7:29.

When he was finished, David grinned and
gave me a firm handshake. It was the first
time he ever voted.

It was only one vote, but it was a moment
that epitomized the grass-roots basis of
Obama’s campaign. Thousands of volunteers
throughout Fairfield County, the state of Ohio
and beyond had made similar efforts again
and again. One and two voters at a time, they
had turned Lancaster into a battleground.
They won Ohio, and they won America.

So as a mix of local and out-of-state volun-
teers at a Lancaster sports bar watched the
first black President of the United States
take the stage on the night of November 4,
2008, tears flowed freely and glasses were
raised because, as Obama said, we were the
ones who had put him there.

“Above all, I will never forget who this vic-
tory truly belongs to — it belongs to you,”
Obama said at Grant Park,” Obama said at
Grant Park in Chicago.

For once, from Lancaster to Los Angeles,
from Albuquerque to Albany, we felt that
there really was one America.

Eamon Kircher-Allen is an executive editor
of Communique. This article originally ap-
peared on his blog, www.thelonggonedaddy.
wordpress.com.

OMG! :-) Can u believe it?!

some sent to SIPA students.

nity AS an American!”

“Holy crap, I f~—-in love you!”

“I have a country again.”

4:07 GMT+1

After the announcement of results on Novemeber 4, Obama supporters began
sending each other spontaneous expressions of love via text message. Here are

“The city of Oakland is partying! People are cheering and honking every-
where. Church bells rang. It’s beautiful.”
- Marisa Traylor, 28, school teacher, Oakland, California, 19:32 PST.

“At the little bar by my house on Wilshire. ‘I can see clearly now the rain is
gone’ is playing on repeat along with 2pac ‘Changes’. I am part of a commu-
- Noah Kircher-Allen, 25, public relations specialist, Los Angeles, 19:45 PST.
- Anonymous SIPA student, sent to classmate, 22:18 EST.

- Lawrence Foster, 67, orchestra conductor, American citizen, Nice, France,

“I'm so elated. This feeling has lasted all day. History in the making.”
- Will Bratz, 29, human resources manager, San Francisco, November 5.

-SIPA editors

Election ADD

Emmett Fitzgerald finds it hard to focus on school-
work after basking in the glow of a historic day.

n Wednesday I went down into the bowels of Lehman

Library, where there are no windows, no real light
and no people. I went because I had no choice but to find a
quiet place.

Above me, the corridors were full of the same rush, bustle
and happy buzz that usually make me love coming into this
building. All the deadlines, high ideals and hormones mixing
in with the hum of laptops and the smells of coffee, perfume
and newly-bought books.

But on Wednesday, I had to get away and bury myself
downstairs, alone. To think about and to soak in the day. I
asked myself, how can today look the same as any other day
upstairs in the halls of STPA? How can people be talking of
weekend plans and papers due?

On Wednesday I couldn’t go to class and listen to a cynic
warn me about chemical and biological warfare. I had no in-
terest in my class on Iran’s nuclear plans. Soon I'll be ready
again to pick up my books and my SIPA life — ready to learn
more and prepare for all the work that needs to be done — to
re-engage with all the reasons that made me want to come to
SIPA in the first place. But not on Wednesday.

How many times do you experience world events that you
will always remember? Moments that I will describe to my
future grandchildren?

All around me, people were hurrying to classes, worried
about their assignments—the worries that I normally share.
And in the coming days, I know that I will get back into
it too. But on Wednesday, all I could do was watch and re-
watch the news. I watched footage of the jubilant crowds at
the moment that the election was called for Obama and I re-
lived again and again that moment from the previous night.
I re-watched his acceptance speech. Poor fool that I am, I
even re-watched the Will.i.am video of Yes We Can.

I did all this in my solitary cocoon because I didn’t want to
move on from this moment. I didn’t want to re-engage with
real life.

In the future I will regain my composure and sense of judg-
ment. One day I will be able to look back on the realities, the
mistakes and disharmony of the inevitably flawed Obama
administration. I'll be able to see and judge its imperfections.
But in these first days none of that matters. Imperfections
are not what I see. For these precious few days, I only see the
symbolic importance of this election.

And it strikes me that these are the last few moments we
have to see these events through a similar lens to that of a
future historian. From today’s vantage point, when Obama’s
presidency is nothing but an idea, we get some picture of
how these events will be categorized by scholars.

From history’s long remove the bumps and wrong-turns
which will loom large as we live moment to moment will
smooth themselves out. Only the broad strokes and bold
statements will be seen. Only the great moments and the
darkest hours assert themselves. So when reading history
books about the benighted days of September seven years
ago, old and wise eyes will skip pages, leaping in seconds
over long years of darkness to a day when Americans lis-
tened to their better angels. When they buried fears and sus-
picions and reached for a common future. Brighter. Better.
All of it fueled by hope.

There will be other days to talk about the iconography,
the style, the flawless campaign, the perfect political storm
of events at Obama’s back. Let the talking heads knock all
those ideas about, and I'll join them. But not just yet.

For a few fleeting days we get to see the long view. We can
see what the history books will say. Before we once again
start dredging through the tawdry partisan realities of day
to day politics, let’s take a breath.

Because these moments are the last opportunity to see the
true significance of a turning point in the history of this coun-
try and how it is viewed here and abroad. These precious few
days offer a chance to think fondly of the children we hope
to bring into the world one day, and the stories we will tell
them. Stories of what can be achieved through the power of
skillful oration, intellect and integrity. And yes, hope.

Emmett Fitzgerald, MIA 2nd year, is naive enough to be
happy
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Sainath at
SIPA:

India

Is Hurting
Its Farmers

By Anya Schiffrin, IMC Acting Director
More than 166,000 Indian farm-
ers committed suicide between
1997-2006 and the Indian government
needs to do something about this crisis
in agriculture, investigative journalist
P. Sainath told Columbia students and
faculty on Thursday.

Sainath, who 1s considered the fore-
most Indian journalist writing on rural
development and conditions in farm-
ing areas, spoke at Columbia on his
way back to University of California at
Berkeley where he is a visiting profes-
sor this semester. Based in Bombay,
Sainath works at the prestigious news-
paper, The Hindu, and has won numer-
ous awards for his hard-hitting cover-
age.

In a gripping one-hour talk, Sain-
ath blamed the Indian government for
turning over farming to major corpora-
tions. For decades, India’s economy was
relatively closed to foreign investment
but this changed in the early nineties
when it began to open up and pursue
more neo-liberal policies.

Since then, Sainath said, subsidies
for and investment in agriculture have
been slashed, banks in rural areas have
shut their branches and agricultural ex-
tension services have collapsed. Today,
farmers buy seeds and fertilizer from
multinational companies such as Mon-
santo and are forced to borrow money
from rapacious money lenders who
charge exorbitant interest. The qual-
ity of seeds has dropped and the cost of
pesticides and fertilizer has risen. The
results have been disastrous, Sainath
said, adding that many farmers have
simply left the land because they can
no longer make a living from farming.

“The disruption to the fabric of the
countryside is simply stunning” Sain-
ath said.

He blasted the “moral bankruptcy of
corporate owned media” saying that In-
dian media neglected this critical story
and citing studies showing that both
English and local language newspa-
pers rarely cover rural areas. “Where
we needed skeptical journalism, we got
sycophants.”

He urged the Indian government to
pursue land reform, develop new seed
types and to expand rural credit in or-
der to help farmers survive. He said the
tendency of farmers, in places like Ker-
ala, to start growing cash crops such as
vanilla is extremely risky as it exposes
them to the volatilities of export mar-
kets.

Sainath’s visit was organized by the
Committee on Global Thought and In-
ternational Media and Communica-
tions Concentration and sponsored by
the newly-formed South Asia Students
Association at SIPA. Some 60 people
attended.

Anya Schiffrin is the Acting Director
of the International Media and Com-
munications Concentration.

Faces of SIPA: LLinda Jones

By Eliza Bates

Photography: Crissie Ferrara

Editors’ Note: Quver the course of the semester Communiqué will publish a series of profiles of non-academ-
ic staff at SIPA. Have ideas for a good profile? Please email Crissie Ferrara at cmf2128@columbia.edu.

Linda Jones’s face is the first
you see when you walk into
the Office of Student Affairs. We've
all talked to her before, but most
of us know very little about her
beyond her role as the gatekeeper
of OSA. We sat down with her on
Thursday afternoon to find out
more.

Q: How old are you?

A: Don’t you know you never ask
a woman her age?

Q: How long have you been work-
ing here?

A: January 3rd will make my
eighth year.

Q: What’s it like working in the
same office as all the deans?

A: You know, they have never
made me feel like they are above
me. We work as a team. I think
that this office is one of the best
in the building. Every Thursday
we have a staff meeting and that’s
why none of us can ever lose any
weight, because someone always
brings in something to eat!

Q: What changes for the better
have you seen since you've been
here?

A: One of the biggest improve-
ments was moving from the 14th
floor to the 6th floor in 2005. We're
more accessible to students now. I
love it down here. I have the best
view.

Q: What changes for the worst
have you seen?

A: Every year we get more and
more students and there’s just not
enough space for everyone. That’s
why Manhattanville will be great.
I won’t be around in 2015 when
we move there. I'll be out the door
when I hit retirement in 2012, as

long as the economy gets better.

Q: What do you think of SIPA
students? Tell us honestly.

A: The majority of SIPA students
are great, but, like anywhere, we
have some difficult ones, but we
handle them the best we can.

Q: Are there a lot of whiners?
A: (Laughs) Yeah we have those.

Q: Can you give us an example
of a totally ridiculous interaction
with a SIPA student? What was the
most annoying experience you've
had with one?

A: One thing about SIPA stu-
dents is that they don’t adhere to
deadlines. Everyone has got one
excuse or another-- until miss-
ing deadlines becomes the norm.
I mean if there is a serious issue,
we can make an exception, but we
have deadlines for a reason.

Q: How do you feel about having
the first black president?

A: Due to the fact that I was
around in the 60s, and I know what
we went through as a people, hav-
ing the first black president in my

lifetime 1s really fantastic. People
are going to put a lot of pressure on
him, with the market the way it is.
I can’t tell you about my 401k--I'm
basing everything in my retirement
on this-- that’s why I might have to
work past 2012. But we’ve bounced
back before. Not in my lifetime, I
don’t think we’ve ever seen an eco-
nomic situation like this. But we
have bounced back before.

Q: Where were you when the elec-
tion results came in?

A:Twas at home. At eleven o’clock
I was like “oh, yeah!” My husband
was there with me and he actually
dozed off. But I woke him up and
we stayed awake until 2AM watch-
ing everything.

Q: Do you read Communique?

A: 1 do. I like the fact that you're
interviewing people [for this col-
umn]. You learn different things
about people when you read about
them. Oh, you can put this in the
story: I'm a grandmother. I've got
two children and three grandchil-
dren. I have a little one--she’s five.
She keeps me alive.

New Dean

Continued from Page 1

SIPA Town Hall

This Wednesday, November 12
6-8:00pm Room 1501
Come early for food from Amir's!

SIPA should

recycle more!

Tell us about the
curriculum review

Why don't the
computers work?

| tetally agree

btudents' semi-annual opportunity to meet
and talk with the SIPA administration

Please join us for the SIPA Town
Hall this Wednesday, November
12 at 6:00pm, Rm 1510.

Town Hall provides the opportunity for

SIPA students to meet and converse

constructively with SIPA administra-
tion about 1ssues that affect us most.

new view on corporations,
she says she missed be-
ing away from gradu-
ate students and faculty.
When the opportunity at
SIPA arose, she saw it as
a chance to return to the
dynamic, interactive en-
vironment academia pro-
vided. And SIPA repre-
sented “everything I was
seeking in an academic
program.”

Having settled in, Sim-
mons is ready to under-
take her goals for the
school. She plans to build
on the programs that are
currently in place and to
“design, recalibrate and
retool services that will
enhance the students’
achievement of their per-
sonal and professional
goal.” She also plans to
identify additional fund-
ing sources to increase
the number of fellowships
available. Other goals

include supporting the
faculty and building rela-
tions both within and out-
side the university.

An avid golfer who used
to host the Dean’s Cup at
Harvard, she also plans to
take students, particular-
ly women, on golf outings
for “the business oppor-
tunities and the relation-
ships” they provide.

With her extensive ca-
reer in both academia
and business, her many
talents from the sciences
to golf, and the drive she
shares with SIPA stu-
dents, it is clear that Sim-
mons will bring welcome
change to her new posi-
tion.

Shiori Okazaki is a du-
al-degree student at SIPA
and the School of Journal-
ism. She is from Tokyo.
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Energy, Central Asia Are Key for Obama

By Kathryn Critchell

hree years ago, everyone was ter-

rified when they heard I would be
doing my 2 years of Peace Corps in....
Turkmenistan. Closed off by its vast
deserts, it’s not all that well known and
probably made for a frightening pros-
pect for my parents. But it’s not what
it used to be. Turkmenistan, a country
long forgotten, is now making headlines
in the Wall Street Journal and The New
York Times.

So why the sudden turnabout? It’s all
about the energy. From about 1991 to
2006, the repressive regime under then-
President Niyazov, aka Turkmenbashy,
pretty much prohibited any sort of ex-
ternal auditing of its natural gas fields.
Nobody wanted to go anywhere near
Turkmenbashy which left the door wide
open for the Russians. This worked just
fine for them, as they had exclusive
rights over Turkmen gas.

With Turkmenbashy finally out of the
picture (via heart attack in 2006), Pres-
ident Gurbanguly Berdimuhammedov
opened the floodgates to foreign com-
panies and governments. It was finally
confirmed that Turkmenistan is home
to the largest gas reserves in the Cau-
casus, which brought with it, the dubi-
ous prize of being the most highly cov-
eted prize in a race between Europe and
Russia.

Now with energy being a crucial na-
tional security issue, the Europeans are
finally waking to their vulnerability un-

der the heavy thumb of the Russians.
With nearly all but one of the pipeline
systems controlled by Gazprom, the EU
is aggressively (and desperately) pursu-
ing other alternatives.

Nabucco, the key strategic pipeline
system to be supplied mostly by Turkey
and Azerbaijan, is touted as the alter-
native that would save Europe from the
evil clutches of Russia. It is now barely
hanging by a thread. The Turks are ar-
guing with the EU over transit minu-
tiae while the Azeris are dithering over
a competing Russian counteroffer. (Rus-
sia’s recent display with resource-rich
and pro-Western neighbor, Georgia,
also probably didn’t help.)

And one gaping problem? Experts be-
lieve that Azeri gas from the Shah Den-
iz field (and also Turkey’s contribution)
will not be able to maintain long-term
sustainability of Nabucco. That’s right.
This expensive, difficult pipeline will
dry up if other countries are not brought
into the fold, which makes Turkmeni-
stan that much more necessary.

On the part of the Europeans, they
need to keep at it...aggressively. EU
Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs
is kicking off a round of meetings this
month to smooth over problems and
hopes to do everything possible to get
an agreement signed and locked in by
January 2009. And he has already pub-
licly confirmed his intentions to bring
Turkmenistan into the fold at the ear-

liest convenience—finally acknowledg-
ing the critical importance of its gas
reserves.

These looming problems aren’t just
an EU thing. It would be utterly naive
for the U.S. to simply brush this off as
a European problem. If there wasn’t
enough for President-elect Obama to
deal with, a resurgent Russia has de-
cided to end its hibernation with an
incredibly cranky and brutal display of
its ambitions. Having Russia 2.0 pull-
ing Europe’s puppet strings while dan-
gling energy carrots will put the U.S. in
a dangerously defensive position.

Obama must construct a proactive,
supportive policy towards these Cen-
tral Asian countries. They really are
our last physical buffer against Russia.
For one thing, Obama could spend some
honeymoon time smoothing over fraz-
zled nerves in the region. He certainly
doesn’t need to go so far as to promise
military action per se, but showing up
(in person) and continuing gestures of
support for Central Asian and Caucasus
countries would have a huge psycho-
logical impact on finalizing these agree-
ments. Ultimately, most of the heavy
lifting will have to come from the EU.
But reinforcing our Central Asia policy
1s critical and important cornerstone in
continuing to contain Russia and pro-
tect Europe.

Kathryn Critchell, (MIA 2) works at
the Harriman Institute

Morningside Munchies

When the Parents are in Town

By Christian Kim

Editors’ Event Picks

We won’t be missing these. Neither

Monday, November 10
Six Hundred Years of Religious Conflict and Ac-

should you!

BABBO, 110 Waverly Place (6th Ave), 212-777-0303

Primo piatto: “Mint Love Letters”—envelope-shaped ravi-
oli filled with mint and sweet pea pesto, merguez sausage,
tomato, and chili flakes. Mint is a distant cousin of basil and
works beautifully in this delicate dish. Secondo Piatto: Pork
Arista—half-inch thick slices of pork loin roasted whole over
a bed of onions and sage (the onions and sage later pureed
with milk as base sauce), served medium with a fennel salad
and anchovy vinaigrette. “Arista” means “best” in Italian, and
it certainly was—and I’'m not even a huge fan of the pig. But
Mario 1s, and that’s what counts. I struggled mightily over
my dish choice, so much I enlisted the opinion of not just the
waiter, but the maitre d’. I asked them, “Look, what should
I order to taste what Batali is all about?” Apparently, the
Arista was a special and specials are offered only on Sundays,
so that sold me. The first bite was so good, I almost cried and
thought to myself, “Now this is what food i1s capable of.” If
you have the means, you certainly must go to Babbo, Mario’s
labor of love.

THE MERMAID INN, 568 Amsterdam Ave. (88th St.),
212-799-7400 (another location in East Village)

My friend tells me this type of dressed-up New England
fisherman food was quite fashionable a decade ago, but has
since lost some of its luster. No matter. I am a fan of fresh
seafood, and in fact, I generally don’t order seafood unless
I'm at a restaurant of some quality (because of food poison-
ing concerns), and I am willing to pay more for it so long as
it’s done well. Fried clams, a seared calamari salad with feta,
mushrooms and frisee, and their famous lobster sandwich
with Old Bay-seasoned fries. The lobster is prepared like
tuna salad with a mayonnaise-based sauce. In combination
with a well-buttered brioche bun and the fries (excellent with
Old Bay)...well, it was a bit too heavy for summer. I'll have to
go for clam chowder when the weather gets a little cooler. If
you like raw seafood (e.g., oysters), this might be the closest,
safest place to get it.

commodation in India

A conference looking at India’s tradition of social peace
and tolerance in public life, a counterexample to the
assumption that a successful democracy depends on a
decline in religious belief.

10:00am - 1:00pm IAB 707

Sponsored by the Center for Study of Democracy, Tolera-
tion and Religion

Tuesday, November 11

Domestic Surveillance: Critical Issues for National
Security and Civil Liberties, with Dr. Abraham Wagner,
Senior Research Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies

on Terrorism (CAST), and Research Scholar, Saltzman
Institute of War and Peace Studies.

12:10-2:00pm, IAB 1302

Wednesday, November 12

Is China As Strong As It Seems?

With Rob Gifford, London Bureau Chief, National Public
Radio

12:00-1:30pm, IAB 918

Suicide Bombers: A Path to Paradise, with Dr. Anat
Berko, and Ms. Farhana Ali
12:10-2:00pm, IAB 1501

Thursday, November 13

Current China Policy Issues, with Thomas J. Chris-

tensen, Professor of Politics and International Affairs at
the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International

Affairs, Princeton University.

12:15-2:00pm, IAB 1512

Round Table: Rethinking Secularism—Refining
the Concepts of Public Religions, Principled Dis-
tance and the Twin Tolerations with José Casanova,
Rajeev Bhargava, and Alfred Stepan

4:30-6:30pm, IAB 802
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With Attack on Syria,
Bush Leaves One More
Mess for Obama

By Eamon Kircher-Allen

n October 24, American com-

mandos snuck into Syria and
attacked the village of Sukkariyeh
near the Iraqi border, killing eight
civilians. (That description has
been confirmed by the Syrians; the
Americans have claimed success in
killing a smuggler of militants into
Iraq.)

We should be extremely con-
cerned about this as Americans.
The United States is acting as an
incredibly retrogressive force in the
region in terms of peace. France
and other European countries have
been reaching out to Syria, while
we have been maintaining our ri-
diculous stand-off, despite numer-
ous indications that the Syrians are
willing to reach out to us. Whatever
its problems, Bashar al-Assad does
not have an isolationist regime,
and we could have made Syria into
a partner for peace and security in
Iraq and in Israel/Palestine.

But instead we've withdrawn our
ambassador (2005), accused Syria
of allowing foreign fighters into Iraq
(oh right, so they could contribute to
theirown massiverefugee problem!),
pointed the finger at them for every
single thing that has gone wrong in
Lebanon since Rafiq Hariri’s assas-
sination, accused them of being a
dictatorship when it suited us and
asked them to be more of a dictator-
ship when it didn’t. We've actually
encouraged Syria’s worst practices
by dropping off rendition-ed prison-
ers there with the expectation that
they would be tortured.

At this point, we should be thank-
ing Syria, especially the Syrian peo-
ple, not attacking them. With more
than 1 million Iraqi refugees, Syria
has footed the bill for our stupid
war.

And the United States is actu-
ally lagging behind Syria’s sworn
enemy, Israel, in improving things
in the region. The U.S. reportedly
urged Israel to attack Syria in addi-
tion to Lebanon in 2006 (they wise-
ly refused). This year, Syria and
Israel have made important moves

toward peace, talking indirectly un-
der Turkish auspices. Washington
has all but discouraged the talks,
and certainly has done nothing to
promote them.

The Bush administration has
forged ahead with its idiotic good-
versus-evil, non-realist foreign pol-
icy. Now Bush has made this dev-
astating final salvo (at least, I hope
it’s final), which is going to leave
President Obama with a mess to
clean up.

Let’s hope that Syria can figure
out how to forgive us by the time we
have a more intelligent president
and cabinet. Otherwise we will nev-
er fulfill our potential as a broker of
peace in the Middle East.

Also extremely worrying is the le-
gal basis that we are citing as an ex-
cuse for this. The New York Times
writes:

“But administration officials said
Monday that the strikes in Paki-
stan and Syria were carried out on
the basis of a legal argument that
has been refined in recent months
to justify strikes by troops and by
rockets at militants in countries
with whom the United States is not
at war.”

To me, that equals all-out war (in
the form of police action) any time,
anywhere that we want. The world
is our ghetto and we treat it how-
ever we want, apparently.

I wonder how far back our rela-
tions with Syria have been set. High
profile activists have been working
step-by-step for years, and have
seen painstaking progress. I guess
as long as W is in power it doesn’t
make a damn bit of difference. Have
our hopes for an evolution to peace
been completely dashed?

I can’t wait for the new White
House.

Eamon Kircher-Allen is an execu-
tive editor of Communique. He lived
in Syria in 2005 and 2006, where
he worked for the United Nations.
This article originally appeared on
Themorningsidepost.com, the SIPA
blog.

The Campaign Trail: Obama volunteers and SIPA students

Eliza Bates (third from left) and Cara Zwerling (far right) cel-
ebrated on the night of the election with Michael B. Coleman, the
mayor of Columbus, Ohio. Zwerling and Bates, who is a Com-
munique editor, organized the Obama volunteers from SIPA who

traveled to Ohio last week.

A Well-Oiled Campaign

By Chris Thurlow

Chrus Thurlow (MPA 2) is Communique’s resident

L

A- fter spending the four days be-
ore the election in an Obama

field office in Springfield, Ohio, I
return to New York thoroughly im-
pressed. For the past few cycles, Re-
publicans have typically won close
races due to their superior Get Out
The Vote operations. Their strat-
egy was simple. Go to college cam-
puses and find the most dedicated
and capable members of the College
Republicans. Train them to run a
field office. Every election, fly them
around the country to strategic lo-
cations and have them set up shop
with local Republican groups. At its
heyday, this operation was worth as
much as 4% of the total vote in any
given election. In 2004, Kerry out-
performed his target for voter turn
out needed for victory in Ohio by 2
points, but still lost by 9 votes per
precinct because the GOP out per-
formed their targets by a greater
margin. That was just one example
of how Republicans kept winning,
election after election, in tied races
all over the country.

-

Turning out the vote has been tra-
ditionally easier for Republicans be-
cause of the demographic advantage
they enjoy. Republicans tend to be
wealthier, which means they are
easier to get in touch with. Infor-
mation about them is more reliable
because they move less, allowing for
continuity in registration. By con-
trast, getting to Democratic voters
1s more difficult because they often
don’t live at the houses where they
are registered, or live in dangerous
and less accessible areas. While
the republican vote operation could
largely rely on phone calls, be it
person-to-person or from a robocall
machine, a democratic ground game
was volunteer intensive, needing
door-to-door canvassers to knock on
doors in potentially unsafe neigh-
borhoods. I went canvassing in such
a neighborhood this week and saw a
number of people smoking weed on
their porch during the middle of the
day on a Monday. These are the vot-
ers that the Democratic Party needs
to win consistently, but consistent
voters they are not.

While this dynamic didn’t change
this year, a perfect storm allowed
Obama to capitalize to the fullest
extent on some very favorable con-
ditions. Republicans were disillu-
sioned with the last 8 years. Pres-
ident-elect Obama is a generational
candidate who served as a catalyst
to not only recruit dedicated volun-
teers, but also to retain them. And
third, he had nearly % of a billion
dollars to spend. Add up the total
amount that every democratic can-
didate spent in the general election
since John Kennedy in 1960, and
Obama still had more. In other

campaign writer and a former finance director for
the Democratic party

words, Barack Obama could have
funded every single democratic pres-
idential general election campaign
since the color TV was invented and
still have some left over.

As in every other business, cam-
paigns make decisions on what to
spend money on and what they
can’t afford. If you make a big TV
ad buy, that’s less money for direct
mail. If you spend a lot on direct
mail, that means less staff. Obama
didn’t have to make those decisions.
He opened offices all over the coun-
try. He had the most sophisticated
data targeting operation that’s ever
been invented. If you were a La-
tino household and you cared about
healthcare, you got a glossy mail
piece in Spanish with his health-
care proposal. If you were a subur-
ban white gun-owner, you also got
a glossy mailer — but one promoting
Obama’s expertise in constitutional
law. How did he get that data on
individual voters? The existing plat-
form the party uses — the voter ac-
tivation network — is often horribly
unreliable. It assigns race based
on your last name or if you live in
an area that is minority concen-
trated. But for the campaign of the
century, that wasn’t good enough.
So, Obama paid to have people on
the ground to knock on millions of
doors and correct it. He was on TV
in states that he wasn’t going to win
— just because he could. The deci-
sion to spend close to $2 million on
a late TV buy in Arizona served no
other purpose than to be a bemus-
ing intimidation tactic. I was in a
city of 70,000 people that tradition-
ally votes Republican — not a place
one would normally find an Obama
office - but he had one along with
8 paid staff. They all got laptops.
And when the election was over last
night, they were told they could
keep those laptops.

My friends are excited that they
got new laptops, as I am that I fi-
nally have a president who I care to
see on TV for the next 4 years. But
my trip to southwest Ohio was very
sobering. The housing crisis had
always been an abstract concept for
me, but it’s very apparent there, and
presumably in many other places as
well. Almost entire neighborhoods
are vacant, or in complete disrepair.
I saw a beautiful Victorian house on
a corner in a leafy street that was
on sale for $15,000. The unemploy-
ment rate is almost double digits.
Obama ran a brilliant and sophisti-
cated campaign to get elected, and
in the process he created lofty ex-
pectations. Politicians who run on
optimism are prone to such caveats.
The task is now to address these
realities directly, or the apres glow
victory will soon become a distant
memory.
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Communique takes a look at the tunes that turn on your professors’ intellects.

IR N 2

My Bloody Valentine
TV on the Radio
Pavement

Cat Power

Anna Della Valle

Francesco De Gregori “Buona Notte Fiorellino”
Fabrizio De Andre’ “Marinella”

Duke Ellington “Don’t Get Around Much (cover by Rod Stewart)
Eric Clapton “Lay Down Sally”, “Wonderful Tonight”
Fiona Apple “Extraordinary Machine”

Glenn Gould “Bach’s Goldberg Variations”

More recently, her daughter (who is very hip and 23) has her listening to:

Anna Della Valle teaches the full-year sequence in economics for international affairs in the
MIA program. She is also an adjunct professor in the economics department of New York Uni-
versity where she teaches Industrial Organization.

The Most Awkward Date

By Anderson Franklin Jacobs

f there’s one thing I'm

never going to get used to
is the post--"random drunk-
en, licking tonsil, suckin face,
‘what’s your name again?,
‘you’re, like so hot’, T'm like
so drunk right now’, ‘let’s get
some Shake Shack!” hook-up--
sober date that happens every
so often when you are blessed
with the facilities to correctly
ask for, type in and redial a
number that has about a 59%
chance of being fake.

Not only are the odds of
this actually happening pret-
ty low already but it actually
requires the other person to
remember you, your number
and the fact that you had a
mildly tolerable time togeth-
er.

But it actually happens.
And every time, from the first
acknowledged glance, if you
evenremember what she looks
like, to the awkward gestures
of affection that came so eas-
ily in your “happier” state, it’s
something I vow every time to
stop but always seem to fuck
up.

I mean, let’s take the greet-
ing. It doesn’t matter that
you were practically eating
face for hours just a couple of
days ago. Do you swoop in for
a kiss? A hug? A mild, but
firm pat on the back followed
by an oh-so-sensual circular
motion?

Then there are the awkward
conversations about the one
event that ties you together:
the hook-up.

What if you don’t remem-
ber a single detail about that
night except for the fact that
she wore a scarf? You can’t
just come out and reveal that.
You're probably just happy
she told you to that she was

going to be wearing a green
sweater without having to
ask.

But what if the night was
one of the most awe-inspiring,
special and joyful-tear induc-
ing nights of your life? Whoa
there lover boy! Nothing and
I mean nothing is more awk-
ward than hearing about how
wonderful an event was in
someone’s life, especially be-
cause of the fact that you were
a part of it, and not remem-
bering a single detail about it.
You can do your best to pre-
tend, but a little part of you
dies inside ever so slowly.

If you can get through the
awkward greeting and the
painful recounting of the pre-
vious night’s events, you're al-
most home free and hopefully
clothes free once again.

The last hurdle is the ini-
tiation of the post hook-up
hook-up. How much of the
awkwardness of the night
was due to just awkward-
ness or has the cold hand of
“what the hell did I just get
myself into?” begun to creep
up the backside of your neck,
or theirs for that matter?
Knowing this, how you gonna
swoop in for the kill or hope
that they don’t?

Once you wade through this
potential minefield, you've
pretty much accomplished
something that has destroyed
the best of men. Give yourself
a pat on the back you rascal!

Anderson Franklin Jacobs
is a Ist Year PEPM student
originally from the great state
of Colorado. He encourages
you to write him at Ander-
sonfranklinjacobs@gmail.com
with your comments.

Musicians on the
-Money Train

In this three-part series, we talk to the musicians

that we hear everyday
By Charles Lim

Name: Freedom |
Tickler

Alias: Meriam and
Cody

Where found: Met-
ropolitan Ave./Grand
St. stop along the G |
Train in Brook-
lyn.

How often do you
play? 2-3 times a
week; 3-5 hours at a
time.

How much do you make a day on average? About $25 a day.

When did you start doing this and why? We started doing this over the summer
mainly to have enough to eat and to do laundry. We used to play mainly for the money
and for the practice but now we could not imagine not doing this. It’s the best interaction
we've had with the city.

Is there a reason this is your favorite spot? Cause it’s not as loud as the other spots
and it takes a while for the trains to come, so people are here for a while. The sound is
pretty good. It gives us time to play more songs.

Have you seen a lot of changes in the city?

Meriam: Well, I used to work at two salons in the Lower East Side. The city is just
changing in a way that I feel doesn’t really pay homage to the spirit that made it such
a popular place to be. Unfortunately, it’s not the same fusion of art, music and fashion
that it used to be. If you're different, you're not as celebrated as much anymore.

Would you consider yourself “starving artists”?

I feel like people have this cliché of starving artists, and we’ve definitely gone through
periods where that cliché has become very real to us. But at the same time, we feel like
we live in a day and age where people just buy things instead of achieving the enlighten-
ment that you learn from the struggle of anything that matters to you that you pursuit.



