




ADMISSIONS

WHAT DOES SIPA LOOK FOR IN AN APPLICANT?

Relevant professional experience

Most successful applicants have had 
at least three years of work or internship 
experience relevant to their intended 
course of study.

Proven academic ability

While no particular undergraduate major 
is required, strong GPA, test scores, 
academic references, and extracurriculars 
will bolster your application.

Quantitative coursework

The core curriculum includes economics, 
statistics, and fi nancial management, 
and we look for evidence of ability to 
undertake quantitative coursework at 
the graduate level.

Passion for public policy and 
international affairs

SIPA seeks candidates who are passionate 
about making a diff erence and helping 
shape global policy and international 
aff airs to solve global challenges.

APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

GRE/GMAT Test Scores

GRE school code: 2161 
(no department code)

GMAT school code: QF8-64-56 for MIA or 
QF8-64-99 for all MPA programs

TOEFL/IELTS
(international students only)

Required if your native language is not 
English or if your undergraduate degree 
was not taught in English.

Optional Fellowship Essays

All materials must be submitted in English through the online application portal at
apply.sipa.columbia.edu/apply.

Essay Questions

Video Essay

Professional Resume/CV

Quantitative and Language Resume

Letters of Recommendation

Academic Transcripts

Application Fee: $95 USD 
(non-refundable)

QUESTIONS?
sipa.columbia.edu
admissionsblog.sipa.columbia.edu
(212) 854-6216 

�  @Columbia.SIPA
�  @columbia.sipa
�  @ColumbiaSIPA
�  /columbia-sipa

sipa_admission@columbia.edu
sipa_fi naid@columbia.edu

Offi ce of Admissions and Financial Aid 
Columbia University
School of International and Public Affairs
514 W. 113th St.
New York, NY 10025

For all other deadlines, including early action and fellowship deadlines, visit 
sipa.columbia.edu/admissions.

APPLICATION DEADLINES

MIA, MPA, MPA-DP 

SPRING (MIA/MPA only)

FALL

October 15  Final Application Deadline

January 5 Fellowship Consideration Deadline
February 5 Final Application Deadline

MPA-EPM

SUMMER February 15 Final Application Deadline

MPA-ESP

SUMMER February 15  Final Application Deadline

EMPA

SPRING

FALL

December 15  Final Application Deadline

July 1 Final Application Deadline



FALL 2019 ENTERING CLASS PROFILE

SIPA AT A GLANCE

International 
55%

United States                                    
45%

COUNTRIES  
REPRESENTED

79
NATIVE LANGUAGES 

SPOKEN

36

FEMALE

61%
MALE

39%

FACULTY

Full-time 
Faculty75

Visiting and  
Special Faculty12

Full-time  
Research 
Scholars23

Part-time 
Research 
Scholars89

Adjunct  
Faculty321

EMPLOYMENT

92%
of 2018 SIPA graduates were 

employed, or in graduate 
school, within six months  

of graduation

POST-GRADUATION 
EMPLOYMENT

Nonprofit Sector  
24%

Public Sector 
34%

Further Study 
2%

Private Sector  
40%

PUBLIC SECTOR

Bank of China
International Finance  
Corporation
Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry of Japan
United Nations  
Development Programme 
(UNDP)
United Nations High  
Commissioner for  
Refugees (UNHCR)
United States Department 
of Defense and  
Department of State 
World Bank

NONPROFIT SECTOR 

Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 
Action Lab (J-Pal)
Brookings Institution
Center for International  
Forestry Research (CIFOR)
Energy Futures Initiative
International Peace Institute
International Rescue  
Committee
Natural Resources  
Defense Council (NRDC)
United Federation of 
Teachers

PRIVATE SECTOR 

Bain & Company
Credit Suisse
EY
Facebook
General Electric
Global Health  
Strategies
Goldman Sachs
Google
McKinsey & Company
Moody’s

EXAMPLE EMPLOYERS BY SECTOR



ALUMNI
TOTAL  

ALUMNI

22,389

CONCENTRATION OF 
SIPA ALUMNI

600+

100-299

200-599

50-99

10-24

1-9

25-49

SIPA graduates are a part of a robust international alumni, including  
the University’s 320,000+ alumni network, with access to global events and 
clubs, a thriving career network, and nine Columbia Global Centers 
around the world. 

NUMBER OF 
COUNTRIES

162

ALUMNI IN 
METRO NYC

7,108


